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Central Slavic Conference

KU hosted the annual Central Slavic
Conference on November 2-3, organized by
Professor William C. Fletcher, director of
SEES. The Slavic Department and its
Alumni were represented by the following
participants: Pu3kin panel (Chair:
Professor Gerald Mikkelson): Laura
Wilhelm “Style and Substance in Boris
Godunov”; Harley Wagler, “Puskin and
Caadaev: Poet and Philosopher”; Russian
Theater of the 19th-20th cc. (Chair:
Professor Maia Kipp): Jeanine Rodgers
“Pisemskij’s Bitter Fate,” Holly Stephens,
“Blok’s Autobiographical Doubles,” 19th c.
Literature and Art (Chair: Michael
Biggins) Professor Joseph L. Conrad,
“Cexov’s His Wife: Studies in Deception”;
Karen Bapst, “The Denial of Death:
Archetype in Prestuplenie i nakazanie”;
Historical Linguistics panel (Chair: Marc
L. Greenberg): Mark R. Lauersdorf “The
Balto-Slavic Question: A Discussion of
Issues,” Professor Marc L. Greenberg
“Stratifying Prekmurje: The Shifting
Alliances of a Slovene Dialect”; Nov. 3:
Panel on Politics and Language Change in
Eastern Europe (Chair: Professor Robert
Rankin): Professor William J. March
“Reflections of Politics in Language in
Croatia,” Professor Mila Sa%kovéi-Pierce
(PhD KU 1985; University of Nebraska,
Lincoln) “Sociolinguistic Variables in
Spoken Czech.” Also, Harley Wagler
chaired the panel on “The Emerging
Society in the USSR.”

Chairman’s Corner

The Department is enjoying a period of
significant enrichment. Joining our faculty
this year are Marc L. Greenberg and

KreSimir Brusar. Professor Greenberg (PhD
UCLA) is teaching a wide array of Slavic
linguistics courses. His present area of
research concerns issues in the reconstruction
of Central Common Slavic. Mr. Brusar is a
visiting Fulbright Lecturer, teaching
courses in Croatian/Serbian languages and
cultures. We are also pleased to announce
that William Comer will be joining our
faculty next year. Professor Comer (PhD
Berkeley) will direct our Russian language
pedagogy.

This year we have thirty-one enrolled
graduate students, twenty-four on campus,
with approximately two thirds receiving
fellowship or teaching assistantship
support. This is our largest graduate
enrollment ever. Moreover, this year we
have twenty-one declared senior
undergraduate majors, which is also our
largest number ever. We continue to
maintain active bilateral and Federally
funded exchange programs in the USSR and
Yugoslavia, and continue as a core school in
the CIEE Russian Language Program in
Leningrad.

As news elsewhere in this issue will
indicate, the academic year is replete with
visiting speakers, colloquia, Slavic Club
activities, and Area Studies activities.
Moreover, the Russian House is active, as is
our theatrical group and the newly revived
Russian Choral Ensemble. In short, our
program is lively and thriving.

The purpose of this chronicle is to keep
our readers apprised of the activities of the
Department, it alumni and friends. I take
this occasion to repeat the invitation to our
friends and alumni to keep us informed of
their activities and accomplishments.

Stephen ]. Parker, Chair

Faculty News

Professor Maria Carlson spent July 7-13
in Leningrad as Chairman of the CIEE
CRLP Methodology Commission, in which
capacity she made a site visit to the CIEE
USSR Leningrad programs. There she
observed KU students making progress at






