
Exercises and Activities
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Complete these activities after reading pages 17/line 1 through 19/line 5. (From
now on line numbers in the story text will be indicated as follows: 17/1–19/5.)

1-1) ���������� (the narrator) 	 
��
 �������� — … (select one)

��	���� ������� �������


������ ����	�� 
������ ������

1-2) a. ��� 	� ��
���� � �����������?

What do we learn in this first section about the main character? Circle
any words below that you find appropriate. Be able to point to something
in the text to justify your choices.

������� �������	�� ��� !���� "���������

������ �
��� � ��	��	�
 #
��� ����	��

��������	�� ���$�� ������ ����

�����	�� ��
$������� ��$��%���� 
����

You might start your responses:

& ��
�', ��� ���������� …, $���
� ��� …
& �����', ��� ���������� …, $���
� ��� …
(�� ������), ��� ���������� …, $���
� ��� …
*�-
��
� ���������� …, $���
� ��� …
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b. Add any other descriptive words or phrases that you find
appropriate.

1-3) +����	�� �������� (the action of the story) ���������):

����
 ��!
 	�����
 ��� '


����, �����, �����

In reading this text, you will be exposed to a large number of new words. Try to
learn the words that seem to repeat regularly. Another strategy for learning
new words is to connect them with a word that you already know. Since
Russian uses a system of roots, prefixes and suffixes to build words, you should
look for familiar roots when you come across new words. Knowing the meaning
of one word can help you guess the meaning of another word based on the
same root.

1-4) a. Look at the word clusters below and use them to complete the
Russian sentences below.

	���  () 	��, �� 	�!� ) 	��� ! 	���
to lie lying, lies liar

��� 	� ��� 
�� $�������� 
sleep/dream in a dream I dreamed

$��,���� /$����� $��,��
to come, to arrive on foot arrival

1. & �
� �� 	��'. 0�!, ��� �� ��
 ��	����, ________________.

2. ������� ���	�! *�	��  
��! & ���� �� __________________.

3. 6�
� 	 
��
 ���� ����  ������). (� 	�� ��� ��!


__________________________ 	���7.
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4. (��                                      , ��� 
� ������� � ��	!
 	

����
��
 ��
�. 9�� �����, ��� "�� ��� ��� ��                           .

5. +��� �� ����� ���;� �� �#�)� 0�	�, $���
� ��� ��

                                 . <�� ���'�, ��� �� ������� �� ��	����

$��	��.

b. Use the above words in a sentence or two of your own.

1-5) The Russian word �����	
 has a range of English equivalents. Look it
up in a Russian-English dictionary and note its different meanings.
Which meaning seems to be the main one used in the first page of the
story?

�������� � ��������� 
�	�


1-6) At the end of this episode the narrator says «	�� ������
 �����… 	���
�����, ����� ��%��)». How do you understand this line? Translate this
comment. Do you agree with this sentiment?

1-7) If the narrator believes «	��� �����, ����� ��%��),» what conclusions
can we draw when he states «������) ������ ��%� �) �� ����»?

� ���	� � 	���
���

1-8) Tokareva has Valentin compare his girlfriend Nina with Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, a figure who was much in the news in the 1960s.
Bandaranaike (1916–2000) became the first female prime minister in the
world, when she was elected to that post in Sri Lanka in 1960.
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1-9) Below you will find a condensed paraphrase of the first section of the
story. Fill in the blanks with any appropriate word. If you need to, you
can pick words from the word bank at the bottom of this page. Note that
it has three extra words.

�
���

=�� ' 0������� 	���� ����  �����	�� ���. 0� ��� ��

________________(1) �	� ������, � �
� ���� ����  ,�����, ������� �����,

_______________(2) 	 �����. <�7��� 	 ����� � ���� ����  
����

________________(3).

9���� 0������� $�������), �� $��
����� �� ���7 � $��)�,

____________(4) �� �$����	��� �� ������. >��� �� ,���� $����� ��

______________(5) 	�	��
), �
� ���� �7���� ���� �) � �����  ��

������	�� ______________(6). ? ���� ��� 	��
��� ��) ����, �����

$�������  ���� � ______________(7).

*��� �� �� 
��
 ��
��, �
� $��	����� =���. <�� ______________(8)

���� , $���!� �� 0������� � ��� 	�����
. 0������� �� ______________(9),

��� ������ , �� ��	����, ��� $���!�.

*���� �����	��� � ______________(10), �� $���
��, ��� 	 $��������

	��
) �� ����� �����) _______________(11) $��	��. @
� "�� �� ���	���� ,

� �� �����, ��� _________________(12) �� ������ ��%� �) �� ����� � �����

��	����  ��� �� _________________(13).

���;� ,����� ������) ��


��� 	�� 	���� �����������

���� $�����
 ��	���� $���	������ 

������ 
�� $��	�� =����


