



                    Friday, April 11th
Session I  1:00 – 2:00 pm

Spectroscopic Monitoring of Mira-Type and Semi-Regular Variable Stars

Matthew M. Beaky and Adam J. Vogt, Truman State University

Circumstellar Crystalline Silicates: Evolved Stars

Joshua Tartar, University of Missouri, Columbia

ASEM Observatory – A New Resource for Photometric Data Acquisition

James Roe, Astronomical Society of Eastern Missouri

Using Photo Story to Create Dynamic Online Astronomy Lectures

James Caffey, Missouri State University and Drury University

Break  2:00 – 2:15 pm

Session II  2:15 – 3:00 pm

Invited Talk:

Connecting Radio Pulsar Phenomena with the Emission Physics

Joanna Rankin, University of Vermont

Break  3:00 – 3:15 pm

Session III  3:15 – 4:00 pm
Delta Scuti Components in Eclipsing Binary Systems
George C. Sumter and Matthew M. Beaky, Truman State University

The Origin of Crystalline Silicates: Clues from an O-Rich AGB Star

Angela Speck, University of Missouri, Columbia

Dark Energy and the Virgo Alignment

John P. Ralston, University of Kansas

Break  4:00 – 4:15 pm

Session IV  4:15 – 5:00 pm

Invited Talk:

Neutrino Dark Energy

Danny Marfatia, University of Kansas

End of Friday Sessions
MARAC Dinner (for those interested) at Embassy Suites

Saturday, April 12th
Session V  10:00 – 11:00 am

Lunar Occultations in the Near IR
Steve Black, Washburn University

Dynamic Bar-Mode Instability in Differentially Rotating Magnetized Neutron Stars

Karen Camarda, Washburn University

Constraining Dark Energy from X-Ray Observations

Lado Samushia, Kansas State University

Dust Around Extreme Carbon Stars

Adrian B. Corman, University of Missouri, Columbia

Break  11:00 – 11:15 pm

Session VI  11:15 am – 12:15 pm

Invited Talk:

The NOAO Program – Post Senior Review

Todd Boroson, Interim Director of NOAO

Lunch  12:15 – 1:30 pm

Session VII  1:30 – 2:30 pm

Planetarium Use for Visual Learning: 3D Astronomy

Brenda Culbertson

Simulating the Detection and Analysis of Variable Star Photometry

Christopher M. Siedell and Kevin M. Lee, University of Nebraska

Peer Instruction Materials for Light & Spectra

Kevin M. Lee, Christopher M. Siedell, and Andrew Frederick, University of Nebraska

Using a Color CCD Camera for Photometry in the BVR Bands

Paul Temple

Break  2:30 – 2:45 pm

Session VII  2:45 – 3:30 pm


Invited Talk:

Astronomy with Cerenkov Telescopes

Eric Linton, Benedictine College

Break  3:30 – 3:45 pm

Session IX  3:45 – 4:45 pm

Superluminous Supernovae: No Threat from Eta Carinae

Brian Thomas, Washburn University

Revised Estimate of Black Hole Size Using Speed of Sound in High Temperature Plasmas Arguments

Ran Sivron, Baker University

Elliott Jin, Magnus Haw, and Ben Liu, SSP2007

Searching for Short-Period Variable Stars in the Fields of Open Clusters

Jeff Wilkerson, Luther College

The Effect of SMC Reddening Uncertainty on RR Lyr Metallicities

Scott R. Baird, Benedictine College and University of Kansas

Horace A. Smith, Michigan State University

End of the 2008 Mid-America Regional Astrophysics Conference
