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M ethodology
Student Selection

A dratified sample of students, balanced by academic mgor, sex, ethnicity, cumulative GPA, and
composite ACT, was selected for the study according to specific criteria. Prior to 1997, students were
selected from across al the professond schools on the Lawrence campus and al areas within the
College. After three adminigtrations, it was believed that too few students (8 from each of the schools,
and 12 from each area within the College) were sdlected from any one school to form arepresentetive

group.

In 1997 the methodology was changed o that 30 students would be interviewed from each of only four
disciplines each year—three professiona schools and one areawithin the College.

The 2003 student sample was selected based on the following criteria

Students were firgt-time entering freshmen in Fall 1998 or 1999; and
Students were enrolled as leve four seniorsin Fall 2002.

Ethnic minorities were oversampled to ensure their representation in the find sample

Office of Institutional Research and Planning Assessment of General Education
G:\IR\Assessment\2003\Methodol ogy.doc 1 September 2002



