


Haskell - KU Symposium Celebrates 10th Year

he Haskell Indian Nations University — University of Kansas

Student Research Symposium will be celebrating its 10th
annual event this spring. Initially, sponsored only by the Bridges
to the Baccalaureate program, the first Undergraduate Research
Symposium was held December 5, 2000 on the Haskell campus.
Six students from the Bridges to the Baccalaureate program gave
poster presentations of their research at the first event. In 2002,
the event expanded to include RISE and IMSD students, and, in
2007, the first Post-baccalaureate Research Education Program
(PREP) participants shared their research at this venue. With the
addition of RISE, IMSD, and PREP participants, the program
swelled to include 27 participants. Due to postbaccalaureate
participation, the event was renamed the “University of Kansas —
Haskell Indian Nations University Student Research Symposium.”
Remarkably, over eighty-five members of the Haskell and KU
communities attended this event last year. This year, over forty
students are anticipated to present posters of their research,
and attendance is expected to continue growing. ¢

atie Waugh, a 2009 IMSD graduate, has been employed in
Ka research position for the past year. The Office for
Diversity in Science Training contacted Katie to catch up with
her about her current position and her plans for the future.

Katie Waugh graduated from KU in May 2009 with a BS in
Microbiology, and she has accepted an offer to enter a Ph.D.
program in Immunology at University of Colorado-Denver for
the Fall 2010 semester. Katie is currently a Research Technician
at Stowers Medical Research Institute in Kansas City, Missouri,
and she shares the following about her position at Stowers:

| currently work at this basic research institute whose overall
goal is to investigate genes and proteins of living cells. My
position is in the Molecular Biology Core Facility with the main
responsibility of the institution's DNA Sequencing through the
employment of two ABI 3730 96-capillary DNA analyzers to
create and analyze four-color chromatograms. After working
here only five months, my responsibilities are still expanding
daily. The most recent proficiencies that | have been able to
obtain working here have been in interpreting and trou-
bleshooting the DNA electrophoresis data created, plasmid
preparation services, program writing on a Biomek Laboratory
Automation Station, Thermocycler program writing, Riboprobe
services, routine pathogen testing, and ABI 3730 maintenance.

| feel that working in a core facility at Stowers has been the
perfect job for me straight out of college; the funding here
allows us to get hands-on experience with the amazing tech-
nology right as it becomes available. | learned about this posi-
tion because a professor encouraged me to apply here. In
order to decide what to research, | just kept digging deeper
into the options available for what | was interested in. My deci-
sion to take a year off from school helped me gain the confi-
dence to delve into this very specific career path, and | would
highly recommend Stowers to anyone looking for local
employment in the research field. ®

Katie Waugh, 2008-2009
IMSD Participant




student Accomplishments

he Office for Diversity in Science Training programs had a
very active year. Two programs, IMSD and Bridge, received
notification of renewal of their grant funding. The IMSD and PREP
programs were also awarded ARRA funding for supplementary
projects. And most importantly, ODST students continued their

great accomplishments.

In 2009, Bridge welcomed five Haskell student researchers:
Charley Lewis (Environmental Science), Amanda Rogers (Liberal
Arts), Russell Thomas (Natural Sciences), Ashley Tucker (Natural
Sciences), and Taylor Williams (Liberal Arts). After completing
research ethics training and Research Methods and Design,
Charley, Amanda, Russell, Ashley, and Taylor started working at
selected research laboratories at KU. Posters of their research
work will be presented at the Student Research Symposium in
April. Two Bridge students, Tara Hammer and Ashley Tucker,
presented at the 2009 SACNAS Conference. Participant Chandler
Williams graduated from Haskell in December 2009 with a BS in
Environmental Science. Three Bridge students transferred to
four-year universities to continue their education: Nicole Nebitsi
to Arizona State University; Amanda Rogers to Northwestern
University; and Elaina Barraza to California State University,
Long Beach.

The Initiative for Maximizing Student Diversity (IMSD)
admitted twenty-one new students this year: Lauren Baker
(Speech-Language-Hearing), Kimberly Box (Biology), Paul Calnon
(Mathematics), Eugene Cody (Mathematics), R. Stephen Davidson
(Biology), Alexandria Hammork (Biology), Dagoberto Heredia, Jr.
(Psychology), Akosua Kernizan (Biology and Linguistics), Kelsy
Kinderknecht (Mathematics and French), Jacqueline Lewis
(Mechanical Engineering), Kenneth Livengood (Chemical
Engineering), Amber Markey (Mechanical Engineering), Carlos
Mendez (Biology), Michelle Metzger (Biology), Anne Nzuki
(Biology), Amanda Pierce (Human Biology), Paul Regier
(Mathematics), Deena Rennerfeldt (Chemical Engineering),
Marc Roth (Biochemistry), Krista Sanchez (Mechanical
Engineering), and Rodi Torres-Gavosto (Chemistry). Continuing
students received several awards, participated in enriching
internships, and presented their research at conferences.

Three IMSD students studied abroad in the past year: Kelsy
Kinderknecht, Anthony Pokphanh, and LeAndrea Wilson. Six
IMSD students (Eugene Cody, Karanda Hildebrand, Kenneth
Livengood, Molly McGraw, Amanda Pierce, and Anthony
Pokphanh) presented at the 2009 SACNAS Conference. IMSD
students Timothy Day, Eric lheme, and Yvonne Kamau also
presented at the 2009 ABRCMS Conference.

Yvonne Kamau was awarded the Keystone Symposia
Diversity in Life Scholar Award at the ABRCMS conference, as
well an award for an outstanding poster presentation at ABRCMS.
Additionally, she interned at Johns Hopkins University in the
summer of 2009. Timothy Day received an award for an out-
standing poster presentation at ABRCMS and co-authored a
peer-reviewed article published in August 2009. Zane Jaafar

co-authored a peer-reviewed article published in November
2009. Paul Calnon, Eugene Cody, and Phillip Regier presented
at the Mathematical Association of America and American
Mathematical Society Joint Mathematics Meeting. Eugene Cody
presented also at the American Indian Science and Engineering
Society National Conference, as well as the Conference on
Undergraduate Research in Mathematics. Anthony Pokphanh
presented at the 2009 American Institute of Chemical Engineers
National Conference. Marc Roth presented at the University of
Kansas Cancer Center 2009 Cancer Research Symposium, and
Lauren Baker presented at the American Auditory Society
Annual Meeting.

May 2009 graduates included Ashrita Abraham, Preston
Alltizer, Sha'Ray Butler, Rachel Debes, Ibari Ezekwe, Joanne
Hoang, Faith Ighoyivwi, and Katherine Waugh. Zane Jaafar
completed his degree in August 2009, and in December 2009
Katrina McClure and Molly McGraw graduated.

RISE student participants have continued to be active in
research laboratories. Tara Hammer and Danny Rowland are
working at the Kansas Biological Survey, Chandler Williams, and
Audrey Yellowhorse worked with Haskell Ecological Research
Program, and Zulando Curley continued research in Chemical
Engineering at the University of Kansas. Tara Hammer presented
her research at SACNAS. Students will present the results of their
research at the Haskell - KU Research Symposium.

The PREP program at KU welcomed five new students this
year. Three new students began in the fall of 2009: Matthew
Frank (Medicinal Chemistry), Bernadette Goudreau (Molecular
Biosciences), and Areli Monarrez (Molecular Biosciences). Two
new students began in the spring of 2010: Katrina McClure
(Ecology and Evolutionary Biology), and Molly McGraw
(Molecular Biosciences). Two PREP participants (William Bennett
and William Gilbert) presented at the 2009 SACNAS Conference.
PREP scholar Magdalen Obiefule presented at the 2009 ABRCMS
Conference and was awarded a travel scholarship. Matthew Frank
was awarded a travel scholarship to present at the Behavior,
Biology, and Chemistry: Translational Research in Addiction
Conference, and Molly McGraw presented at the 2010 Drosophila
Research Conference. William Gilbert co-authored a peer-
reviewed article published in September 2009. ¢
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