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About the project:    The University of Kansas is enrolling up to five families of children with Autism to participate in a five month home-based social language intervention. In this study, social language will be measured using an automated vocal analysis system called LENA (Language Environment Analysis), a measurement breakthrough. Using LENA, a tiny digital speech recorder, families can record up to 16 hours of parent and child talk in the home. The device is worn in the front pocket of custom-made clothing, it is not visible when in the pocket, and does not interfere with daily activities. Your child would wear the device while at home (on weekends, or during the week if you are at home) to make full day audio recordings. You would mail us the devices via prepaid FedEx packages or a researcher may pick them up. The recordings are uploaded in our lab, and we use LENA software to process your audio recording to find amount of words and turns between parent and child.
Benefits of participating:

· You will receive an initial language assessment and report of the results 

· You will receive “More than Words” Guidebook from the Hanen Centre and accompanying DVD – “Promoting the communication development of children with ASD and other social communication challenges”, 
· For each audio recording returned, we will compensate you for your time at $10 per recording, for approx. 20 to 22 recordings (total possible $200 to $220) 

· You will receive graphs and feedback on your home environment

· You will be participating in one of the first studies to ever use 
automatic voice recorders to measure the effects of an intervention 
· You can positively shape future intervention research by helping
us learn how to best capture children’s language in natural settings 
You can participate if:
· Your child has an Autism Spectrum Disorder
· Your child is between 30 to 48 months old

· English is your primary language

For more information, please contact:
Dr. Kathy Thiemann-Bourque, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
(785) 864-0528

thiemann-bourque@ku.edu[image: image1.png]









