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Student Publications Inc. staff applications for 2008-2009 
are due April 1, 2007.

Kansas State University’s Student Publications Inc.
Kedzie Hall 103 • (785) 532-6555

Opening • 9-9:15 a.m.
Union Forum Hall (600)

    Welcome to the KSPA Fall Conference at K-State. Designed with you 
in mind, the information you get today will help you make you publica-
tion what you want it to be. You’ll meet featured speaker Kathy Daly 
who will help you motivate your staff and keep you up-to-date on the 
latest trends. You’ll hear great ideas from journalism educators, profes-
sional journalists and student journalists. You can get your publications 
critiqued and you can share your publications and ideas with others. 
It’s a uPUB day and it starts NOW.
     Staffs are encouraged to sit together to plan the day’s activities and 
sessions. It is recommended staff members attend a variety of sessions 
and are prepared with a second choice in case seating in the first-
choice session is at capacity. Room capacities are listed in parenthesis 
to assist in planning.

Featured speaker 
     Kathy Daly is a retired educator and yearbook adviser who stays 
active in journalism by teaching at workshops and conventions around 
the country.

     Her yearbooks at Overland High School 
won Gold and Silver Crowns from CSPA and 
Pacemakers from NSPA. She received CSPA's 
Gold Key and NSPA's Pioneer Awards and, in 
1998, was selected JEA's National Yearbook 
Adviser of the Year.In 2000 she received 
JEA's Medal of Merit. The greatest reward, 
however, is continuing to work with 
journalism students and advisers. 
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COLLEGIAN
k a n s a s  s t a t E

The Collegian, an award winning student 
newspaper at Kansas State University, is 
published by Student Publications Inc. It is 
published weekdays during the school year 
and on Wednesday durring the summer. 

www.kstatecollegian.com

Raiting:
• • • • •

The Royal Purple is an award winning 
student run yearbook at Kansas State 
University. It covers all aspects of K-State 
from April - March and is the only writen 
record of the entier year.

royalpurple.ksu.edu

Raiting:
• • • • •



SESSION I • 9:30-10:30 a.m.
• Yearbook editors roundtable • 
Jessica Durham, senior in print journalism and Megan Molitor, junior in 
print journalism
Union 204 (14)
Here’s your chance to discuss your successes and challenges. Learn 
problem-solving strategies, get content and design ideas or hit on other 
topics that affect you and your staff.

• News Writing for Beginners • 
Hannah Blick, sophomore in print journalism
Union 205 (14)
Designed for students with little news writing experience, this session 
will cover basic techniques for finding story ideas, interviewing and 
piecing together an article. 

• Happiness committee: Keeping staffs motivated • 
Kim Warren, Salina, Kansas
Union 207 (50)
This experienced adviser will share tips and techniques for keeping 
staffs happy and on track. Come learn ways to lower the stress of the 
journalism room environment.

• Senate Bill 62 and you • 
John Hudnall, KSPA executive director, University of Kansas
Union 209 (30)
It’s been the law since 1992 but Kansas student journalists often don’t 
know of the law which protects student’s rights to free expression. 
This session will tell you what the bill means to you and your rights and 
responsibilities.

• Photojournalism: Telling the story • 
Steven Doll, K-State Collegian photo editor
Union Cottonwood (80)
This session will cover basics of photography to new media, and will 
provide tips on shooting news, sports events and photo stories. Learn 
the secret to telling stories through images.

• It’s all about convergence • 
Steve Smethers, assoc. director, A.Q. Miller School of Journalism and 
Mass Communications
Union Flint Hills (140)
Journalism today isn’t one dimensional. Print, broadcast and new me-
dia techniques have changed the way stories are told. This session will 
show you how story packages use a multitude of skills and techniques 

to create and deliver the message, and how you can converge your own 
student media.

• What do you think? • 
Jessica Bigger, Linda Harvey, Linda Puntney
Sunflower (40)
Join us for refreshments and a chat. We want to know what K-State 
can do to help you and your program. This is your chance to share your 
thoughts about curriculum and program development in the Miller 
School and Student Publications Inc. This session is for advisers only.

• Sweet success • 
Kathy Daly, featured speaker
Union Forum Theater (600)
Are you looking for ways to reenergize your publications staff? This 
session will get you excited about the year and the staff. If you want 
to learn some innovative, fun ways to make yearbook or newspaper an 
experience kids will clamor to get into and work for, this is the session 
for you. Get pumped up.

• Theme design for advanced yearbook (two-hour session) • 
Sharon Martin, Wichita East High School and Celia McDuff, Wichita 
Northwest High School
Union West Ballroom (150)
Looking for the perfect theme and the perfect way to develop it? This 
session will show how design is critical to theme development and unity 
of your book. Get ideas and learn techniques to develop your theme 
throughout the book.

• Reporting and Writing • 
Deb Skidmore, Public Information Officer, Fort Riley/Miller School 
adjunct faculty
Union K Ballroom (150)
It all starts here. A solid newspaper depends on solid reporting and 
writing. This professional communicator and journalism educator will 
show you how to get the information and put it in a format to serve 
your readers.

• From trends to trendsetting • 
Linda Drake, Chase County High School
Union Main Ballroom (250)
Want your yearbook to be a trendsetter? Let’s look at some of the lat-
est trends and learn how to adapt those ideas to give your publication a 
new, cutting-edge look.



SESSION II • 10:40-11:40 a.m.
• Newspaper editors roundtable • 
Willow Williamson, senior in print journalism and Heather Hickerson, 
senior print journalism
Union 204 (14)
Here’s your chance to discuss your successes and challenges. Learn 
problem-solving strategies, get content and design ideas or hit on other 
topics that affect you and your staff.

• How to make that sale • 
Tyler Reynolds, Collegian ad manager
Union 207 (50)
Selling advertising can be profitable, fun and a service to the students, 
the publication and the merchant. These students have daily experi-
ence in selling ads for the Kansas State Collegian newspaper. Let them 
show you how it’s done. (Last year they sold more than $800,000 in 
advertising.)

• Illustrations and comic strips • 
Kent Holle, Collegian illustrator
Union 209 (30)
Learn the ins and out of illustration with an emphasis on opinion art, 
cartoon and comic strips. This experienced cartoonist will illustrate his 
points as he presents this session.

• Know your style • 
Tamara Andra, 2008 Royal Purple copyeditor, junior in Secondary 
Education
Union Cottonwood Room (80)
Learn basic style rules the professionals use and how to adapt them for 
your own student publication. Catching spelling and style errors will 
give your publications more credibility and will make your stories easier 
to read.

• Careers panel • 
Steve Smethers, Bill Adams, Miller School
Union Flint Hills Room (140)
This panel of journalism professionals and educators will give you the 
story on journalism as a career. From public relations, to photography, 
to journalism education, to advertising, to print and electronic journal-
ism you’ll learn what opportunities are available to you.

• Training new teachers • 
Linda Drake, Chase County High School
Union Sunflower Room (40)
This two-hour session is designed to provide new or newly assigned 
journalism teachers with some hints and advice to make the transition 
into the publications classroom. We will look at classroom manage-
ment, money matters, law/ethics, publications writing for the new 
adviser and much more. Resource materials will be provided.

• Features students want to read • 
Kathy Daly, featured speaker
Union Forum Theater (600)
… and you want to write! This hands-on session is especially aimed at 
those students who fear they will never know the necessary skills to 
pull readers into their copy. You will learn some tips that will make 
your writing come alive. Be prepared to participate.

• Theme design for advanced yearbook (continued from 
Session I ) • 
Sharon Martin, Wichita East High School and Celia McDuff, Wichita 
Northwest High School
Union West Ballroom (150)
Looking for the perfect theme and the perfect way to develop it? This 
session will show how design is critical to theme development and unity 
of your book. Get ideas and learn techniques to develop your theme 
throughout the book.

• Media and the military •
Deb Skidmore, Public Information Officer, Fort Riley/Miller School 
adjunct faculty
Union K Ballroom (150)
Covering the military, especially during a war, can be challenging for 
media professionals. This information specialist will talk about how to 
localize coverage of the military so your readers can better understand 
the real story.

• Yearbook swap shop • 
Melissa Taylor, sophomore in print journalism and Wendy Haun, senior 
in print journalism
Union S Ballroom (150)
Yearbook staffs are invited to share publications and ideas. Bring copies 
of your publication to trade with others or to view. The first 30 min-
utes of the session will be spent discussing specific concerns and ideas 
of your staff. The rest of the period will be spent trading, sharing and 
talking about your publications.



• 1-2-3 Focus on leads • 
Lindsay Porter, Derby High School
Union U Ballroom (150)
Discover how to spice up your stories by refining your leads. We’ll look 
at lead styles, read some great examples and develop a pre-writing 
strategy to start your writing strong.

• Photo picks of  the year from K-State Student 
Publications, Inc. photographers • 
Steven Doll, Collegian photo editor, Lindsay Bourne, summer Collegian 
photo editor, Joslyn Brown, Royal Purple photo editor and Matt Castro, 
Royal Purple ass’t. photo editor
Union Main Ballroom (250)
The slide presentation of the K-State 2007 Pictures of the Year will be 
shown and photographers will discuss what they liked about the photos 
and being on a college photography staff.

• Live reporting and thinking like a journalist • 
Bambi Landholm and Stacy Neumann, Miller School faculty
Kedzie 013 – Meet in room Union 205 and walk over together
In this hands-on sessions participants will learn to interview news 
sources at a breaking news scene and quickly compile a live news story. 
It’s challenging, exciting and fun.

Session III • 11:50 a.m. – 12:50 p.m.
• On-site critiques •
Union 204 (14)
K-State students will give 30-minute critiques of your publications. 
Please come with your publication for this on-the-spot look at your 
newspapers or yearbooks.

• KSDB Radio •
Chuck Armstrong, KSDB program director
Union 205 (14)
Learn about KSDB, K-State’s student radio station. After hearing about 
the station and opportunities for involvement, you may take a tour of 
the station.

• Designing ads readers will read •
Melissa Slack, junior in advertising,  and  Makayla Eiland, senior in 
graphic design. Both are ad designers for the K-State Collegian 
Union 207 (50)
In this hands-on session you’ll discover what makes an ad successful 
and how unsuccessful ads fall short of capturing the reader’s interest. 
Based on information provided you, you’ll have a chance to try your 
hand at creating an ad readers will notice.

• Definitive opinion • 
John Hudnall, KSPA Executive Director, University of Kansas
Union 209 (30)
Everyone has an opinion but communicating it to others isn’t easy. This 
session will show you how to create an inviting, effective editorial that 
will influence your readers.

• Life after high school journalism • 
K-State student journalists
Union Cottonwood Room (80)
If you love working on your student publications in high school, there’s 
no need to stop once your graduate. Opportunities abound wherever 
you go to college for continued involvement in student media, and you 
could get paid for it. These college students will share how life on pub-
lications can continue after high school.

• Newspaper design that works • 
Megan Moser, senior in print journalism
Union Flint Hills Room (140)
It doesn’t matter how well your paper is written if it’s ugly. The truth 
is, people won’t read ugly. This session will show you how to create 
newspaper design that engages readers and draws them into the sto-
ries. 

• Training new teachers (continued from Session II) • 
Linda Drake, Chase County High School and Travis Feil, McPherson 
High School
Union Sunflower Room (40)
This two-hour session is designed to provide new or newly assigned 
journalism teachers with some hints and advice to make the transition 
into the publications classroom. We will look at classroom manage-
ment, money matters, law/ethics, publications writing for the new 
adviser and much more. Resource materials will be provided.



• Captions: The rest of  the story • 
Dawnae Bunch, Ellsworth High School
Union West Ballroom (150)
Hooking the reader with a powerful photo is only part of the story. The 
up-close-and-personal rest of the story comes in the details of the cap-
tion. This session will show you how to write captions that engage the 
reader and work with the visual image to tell the story.

• Basic camera handling • 
Chris Hanewinckel, K-State Student Publications Inc. photographer
Union K Ballroom (150)
Good pictures can only happen when the photographer understands 
how to work with the camera. Tips and techniques offered in this ses-
sion will virtually guarantee the best photos possible.

• Newspaper Swap Shop • 
Melissa Taylor, sophomore in print journalism
Union S Ballroom (150)
Yearbook staffs are invited to share publications and ideas. Bring copies 
of your publication to trade with others or to view. The first 30 min-
utes of the session will be spent discussing specific concerns and ideas 
of your staff. The rest of the period will be spent trading, sharing and 
talking about your publications.

• Students Leading Students: Communication as an 
Editor’s Tool • 
Ryan Willcott, freshman in pre-journalism and political science
The class is designed for editors or students who aspire to be editors. 
Students will participate in activities that demonstrate how to use 
communication to better their leadership skills.

• Cool InDesign • 
Lisa Crites, Claflin High School, KSPA president
Union Main Ballroom (250)
This session will focus on four different ways to add some pizzazz to 
your InDesign pages. Topics to be demonstrated are applying stroke and 
fill to shapes and text; applying a gradient to shapes and text; inserting 
words in type and typing on a path.

• Sports Writing: Learning from the Pros • 
Jon Garten, senior in mass communications
Kedzie 013 – Meet in room Union 205 and walk over together
Using examples of professional sports writers, this session will 
emphasize the importance of being able to read good writers. There 
will also be a discussion on how to approach sports coverage stories.

SESSION IV • 1-2 p.m.
• On-site critiques •
Union 204 (14)
K-State students will give 30-minute critiques of your publications. 
Please come with your publication for this on-the-spot look at your 
newspapers or yearbooks.

• Radio Programming: How they do it • 
Bill Adams, Miller School 
Union 205 (14)
It’s a whole new game in radio programming and this session will show 
you the latest technique used by the professionals. You’ll also see how 
you might try it out online and how stations use the Web.

• Creative Spark • 
Melissa Taylor, 2008 Royal Purple design editor
Union 207 (50)
Finding that fresh idea and thinking outside the box isn’t always easy. 
This session will give tips for finding and developing your own creative 
spark that will brighten your publications.

• Principles of  Advertising • 
Kyle Martinek, sophomore in secondary education in English and 
journalism and Ryan Willcott, freshman in pre-journalism and 
political science
Union 209 (30)
In this session, students will learn the basics of advertising for their 
student publications as well as their future careers.

• Designer’s Delight • 
Christine Caplinger, freshman in family studies and human services
Union Cottonwood Room (80)
BIO NEEDED!

• Things I wish I had known • 
Megan Moser, K-State senior in print journalism
Union Flint Hills Room (140)
This senior will offer tips to make your transition from high school to 
college easier. The voice of experience could be priceless to you.



• The Joys of  Reporting on Coverage Events •
Eric Davis, senior in print journalism and Edge editor of the Collegian
Union Sunflower Room (40)
As a brand new reporter, coverage events are the best way to get your 
feet wet and have fun. This session will provide you with tips on how to 
report on local events using all your senses.

• Real Yearbook • 
Kathy Daly, featured speaker
Union Forum Theater (600)
Extreme Makeover — layout edition. Fear Factor. Designed to Sell. Real-
ity television has inspired so many to change their lives and this session 
will offer activities based on 10 of these shows to put some fun into the 
production of the yearbook. Be prepared for audience participation and 
prizes.

• Management and Team-Building • 
Caitlin Burns, freshman in pre-journalism and people editor of the 
Royal Purple
Union West Ballroom (150)
Have you ever had to work with other people on student pub projects? 
We thought so. In this session, you will learn all the secrets to manag-
ing your time and making the best of your team-building efforts.

• The compelling feature • 
Deb Skidmore, Public Information Officer, Fort Riley/Miller School 
adjunct faculty
Union K Ballroom (150)
Come learn how to structure a scintillating profile/feature story that 
informs with clarity and vivid description, adheres to news values and 
effectively captures your subject and topic. This is a nuts-and-bolts 
session for the novice or the expert to improve their feature writing 
and readability.

• Relationships and more • 
Sarah Thomas, 2008 Royal Purple editor and Erin Stauffer, 2008 Royal 
Purple marketing director
Union S Ballroom (150)
Half the battle of having a great staff and a great publication is creat-
ing an atmosphere in the staff room that is positive, productive and 
fair. These friends, who are also part of the Royal Purple, will discuss 
how to maintain a balance of friendship and professionalism.

• Ad sales techniques • 
Lisa Crites
Union Main Ballroom (250)
This session will offer tips to organize ad sales from sale day to page 
preparation to sending out bill letters and thank you notes. The mail 
merge feature will be demonstrated; it’s a great tool to prepare effec-
tive communication.
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 ROOM

 Union 204/14

 Union 205/14

 Union 207/50

 Union 209/30

 Cottonwood/80

 Flint Hills/140

 Sunflower/40

 Forum/600  

 West Ballroom

 K Ballroom

 S  Ballroom

 U Ballroom

 Main Ballroom

 Kedzie 13

9:30-10:30        10:40-11:40                 11:50-12:50                       1-2 p.m.         Audio-visual

Sweet Success  Features to read  Real Yearbook

Senate Bill 62

Staff motivation

 Teaching new teachers

Theme Design for adv. yearbook 

Live Reporting 

Teaching new teachersWhat do you think?

Photojournalism Know your style 

Newswriting Media and the Military Feature Writing

It’s all about convergence

Life after high school
journalism 

Illustrations and 
comic strips 

How to make that sale Designing ads readers 
will read 

Yearbook editors 
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Newspaper editors 
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On-site critiques for newspaper and yearbook

Definite Opinion
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Screen/media cart

Screen/media cart

Screen/media cart

Screen/media cart
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Careers Panel
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trendsetting 
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Newspaper Design 
That Works

 Caption Writing

Basic Camera Handling

Cool InDesign tricks

Radio Programming

Creative Spark

Things I wish...

Ad Sales Manageent

Screen/media cartNews Writing for 
Beginniners

Sports Writing

Leadership

Advertising

Coverage Reporting

Design

Management and 
Team Building



dates to remember
KSPA

Sept. 24 KSPA Fall Conference, Hays
Sept. 25 KSPA Fall Conference, Manhattan
Sept. 26 KSPA Fall Conference, Lawrence

Oct. 5 Deadline for entering yearbooks in 
  All-Kansas Critique

Nov. 8-11 JEA/NSPA Fall National High School 
  Journalism Convention, Philadelphia

Feb. 21 Regional Competition at Emporia, Hays,  
  Manhattan, Pittsburg and Wichita

Feb. 22 Regional Competition at Lawrence

March 7 Deadline for entering newspaper in 
  All-Kansas Critique

April 17-20  JEA/NSPA Spring National High School   
      Journalism Convention, Anaheim

May 3  State Competition in Lawrence


