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A. Positions and Honors 

Positions and Employment 

1990-1991 Speech Language Pathologist, School District #57, Prince George, BC, Canada 
1991-1993 Speech Language Pathologist, Child Development Center, Prince George, BC, Canada 
1993-1995 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Speech and Hearing Department, Western Washington University, 

Bellingham, WA 
1995-1997 Speech Language Pathologist, Speech, Language, and Learning Services, Seattle, WA 
1997-2000 Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Communication Disorders, Florida State University, 

Tallahassee, FL 
2002 - Present  Assistant Research Professor, Juniper Gardens Children's Project, University of Kansas 
2003 - Present  Courtesy Appointment, Department of Applied Behavioral Science, University of Kansas 

Experience and Professional Memberships 
1990 -   Canadian Association of Speech Language Pathologists and Audiologists (Certified) 

1996 -   American Speech-Language Hearing Association, Certificate of Clinical Competence 

2003    Office of Special Education, Peer Review Committee  

2003 - Guest Peer Reviewer, American Journal of Speech Language Pathology, Journal of Speech 
Language, and Hearing Research, Education and Treatment of Children, Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders  

2011- ASHA Review Committee for Autism Spectrum Disorders, 2011 Annual Conference 

Honors 
1988 Province of Alberta Certificate of Merit for Scholastic Achievement, University of Alberta 
1994 Speech Pathology Departmental Scholarship, Western Washington University, WA  
2001 Outstanding Doctoral Student, Department of Communication Disorders, Florida State University 
2003  Exemplary Poster Session, Council for Exceptional Convention and Expo, Seattle,  
 

B. Publications  

1. Thiemann-Bourque, K., Brady, N., & Fleming, K. (2011). Symbolic play of preschoolers with severe 
communication impairments with autism and other developmental delays: More similarities than 
differences. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. DOI 10.1007/s10803-011-1317-7 



 
 

 

2. Brady, N., Fleming, K., Thiemann-Bourque, K., Olswang, L., Dowden, P., & Saunders, M. (2011). 
Development of the Communication Complexity Scale. American Journal of Speech Language 
Pathology. doi:10.1044/1058-0360(2011/10-0099) 

3. Thiemann-Bourque, Kathy. (in press). Peer-mediated intervention. In: Volkmar Fred R. (eds). 
Encyclopedia of Autism Spectrum Disorders. Springer, New York. 

4. Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2011). Instruction using the Picture Exchange Communication System appears 
to enhance generalization of communication skills among children with autism in comparison to 
Responsive Education and Prelinguistic Milieu Teaching. Commentary author, in Evidence-Based 
Communication Assessment and Intervention, 4, 192-195. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17489539.2011.554004 

5. Greenwood, C., Thiemann-Bourque, K., Walker, D., Buzhardt, J., & Gilkerson, J. (2011). Assessing 
Children's Home Language Environments Using Automatic Speech Recognition Technology. 
Communication Disorders Quarterly, 32, 83-92. 

6. Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2010). Navigating the Transition to Middle School: Peer Network Programming 
for Students with Autism. The ASHA Leader, 15, 12-15. 

7. Thiemann, K., & Warren, S. F. (2010). Programs supporting young children’s language development: 
Updated Paper. In: Tremblay, R. E., Barr, R. G., & Peters, R. (Eds). Encyclopedia on Early Childhood 
Development [online]. Montreal, Quebec: Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood Development, 1-11. 
http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/pages/PDF/Thiemann-WarrenANGxp_rev.pdf 

8. Thiemann, K., & Kamps, D. (2008). Promoting Social Communication Competence of Children with 
Autism in Integrated Environments. In Simpson, R. & Myles, B (Eds.), Educating Children and Youth 
with Autism, 2nd Ed (pp. 267-298). Austin, TX: Pro-Ed. 

9. Goldstein, H., Schneider, N., & Thiemann, K. (2007). Peer-mediated social communication intervention: 
When clinical expertise informs treatment development and evaluation. Topics in Language Disorders, 
27, 182-199. 

10. Thiemann, K. (2005). Promoting social interactions for students with ASD. Advance for Speech-
Language Pathologists, 15, 12-13. 

11. Thiemann, K. & Goldstein, H. (2004). Effects of Peer Training and Written-Text Cueing on Social 
Communication of School-age Children with Pervasive Developmental Disorder. Journal of Speech, 
Language, and Hearing Research, 47(1), 126-144. 

12. Thiemann, K., & Goldstein, H. (2001). Social Stories, Written Text Cues, and Video Feedback: Effects 
on Social Communication of Children with Autism. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 34, 425-446. 

13. Thiemann, K., & Goldstein, H. (2001). Social stories, written text cues, and video feedback: effects on 
social communication of children with autism. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 34, 425-446. 

C. Research Support 

Ongoing Research Support  

R324A090091 Kamps (PI) 03/01/09 – 02/28/13 
Peer networks project: Improving social-communication, literacy and adaptive behaviors for young children 
with ASD.  
The purpose of this RCT study is to improve social competencies, literacy skills, and adaptive behaviors of 
Kindergarten and first grade students in inclusive school settings.  
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

R01 DC007684  Brady (PI)        03/08/07 – 01/31/12 
Communication success and AAC: A model of symbol acquisition.  
The purpose of this study is to investigate a model of child and environmental predictors of communication 
outcomes for a group of nonverbal or minimally verbal children with developmental disabilities, including 



 
 

 

autism. All of the children are learning to use some form of AAC such as VOCA, Picture Exchange 
Communication System (PECS), or sign language. 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

P01 HD18955 Saunders (PI)        04/10/07 – 03/31/12  
NICHD – Communication of People with Mental Retardation 
Project III: Child and environmental predictors of communication success by beginning VOCA users.  
The purpose of this study is to identify specific child and environmental predictors of successful communication 
and other indices of communication growth for 50 preschool-age children learning to communicate with 
VOCA’s.  
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 

K-CART Thiemann-Bourque (PI) 2009-2011 
Examining AAC systems and a script based peer-mediated intervention for preschoolers with autism. 
The purpose of this study is to develop and examine the effectiveness of a peer-mediated intervention that 
incorporates PECS or VOCA in preschool play routines on reciprocal social interactions and communication 
between preschoolers with and without autism. 
Role: Principal Investigator 

Completed Research Support 

H324DO0003 Brady (PI) 10/01/08 – 09/30/09 
USDE, Supplemental Funds 
1. Enhancing social turn-taking for preschoolers with autism using automated speech recognition technology.  
2. Describing the language learning environment of toddlers with Down syndrome using the LENA system. 
The purpose of these two projects was to measure changes in child and adult language in the home 
environment using automated speech recognition technology for children with developmental disabilities. 
Role: PI 

LENA Foundation, Inc. Greenwood (PI)      01/--06 – 04/07 

The efficacy of a comprehensive LENA intervention on the language environment and early language learning 
of typically developing infants and toddlers. 
The goal of this study is to evaluate the feasibility and reliability of a new automated speech recognition 
technology (i.e., LENA) in measuring child and adult talk in the home; and to provide parent training to impact 
speaking rates and turns. 
Role: Co-Investigator 

USDOE, OSEP Thiemann (PI)       06/02 – 05/05 
Promoting generalized social communication outcomes for children with autism: Effects of a multi-component 
intervention in inclusive school and home settings.  
Initial Career Award: to develop and examine a comprehensive peer-mediated intervention for school-age 
children that incorporates written text cues and other visually-mediated teaching strategies. 
Role: PI 

D. Recent Presentations 

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2011). Stay-play-talk: A peer-mediated intervention for preschoolers with autism. 
Invited Speaker, Kansas Speech and Hearing Association Annual Conference, Overland Park, KS. 

Thiemann-Bourque, K., & Kamps, D. (2011). Randomized comparison of a peer-mediated social intervention to 
‘Business as Usual’ social programming for elementary students with autism. International Meeting for 
Autism Research, San Diego, CA. 

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2011). Approaches to measure and improve successful peer interactions for 
preschoolers with autism. Invited Speaker, Olathe Early Childhood Education Program, Olathe, KS. 

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2011). Navigating the transition to middle and high school: Peer network programming 
for students with autism spectrum disorders. Invited Speaker, Columbia Regional Program, Portland, OR. 

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2011). Addressing social communication challenges of children with autism: Peer-



 
 

 

mediated interventions in preschool and elementary school. Invited Speaker, Columbia Regional Program, 
Portland, OR. 

Thiemann-Bourque, K., Warren, S., & Brady, N. (2011). Automatically mapping the vocal behaviors and 
language learning environment of young children with Down syndrome. Panel: What we can learn from 
counting words: Applications and implications of the automatic measurement of natural environments. 
Society for Research in Child Development, Bi-annual Conference, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

Brady, N., & Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2010). Predictors of Language Outcomes in Beginning Communicators 
Learning AAC. 14th Biennial Conference of the International Society for Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication, Barcelona, Spain.   

Thiemann-Bourque, K., & Miller, T. (2010). Social programming for school-age students with autism: Are we 
doing all that we can to improve long-term outcomes? Invited Speaker, Beyond the Diagnosis: Autism Across 
the Life Span. Kansas Center for Autism Research and Training, LSI, University of Kansas, KS. 

Kamps, D., & Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2010). Small group instruction of students with autism: Evaluation of 
interventions for students with ASD. Council for Exceptional Children Convention, Nashville, TN. 

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2010). “Pics and Pals”: A Peer-Mediated PECS Intervention for preschoolers with 
Autism. KansABA Conference, Olathe, KS.  

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2009). New Direction in Social Supports for Adolescents with ASD: Peer Network 
Programming; Invitation for Special Session, ASHA Division 1, Language Learning and Education, American 
Speech and Hearing Association’s Annual Conference. New Orleans, LA.   

Thiemann-Bourque, K. (2009). School-based social programming for students with ASD: Progress and pitfalls. 
Invited Presentation, Kansas Center for Autism Research and Training (K-CART), Wichita, KS. 

 

 


