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KU WRITING CENTER
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15 Years of Service to KU Students, Faculty, and Staff
The KU Writing Center grew out of a faculty resource center begun in the 1980s. The current Writing
Center was founded on October 12, 1998 as a peer writing support resource for KU students. For the
past 15 years, consultants have conferenced with thousands of writers. Our staff has presented writing workshops and consulted with faculty and staff on written communication and assignment design.

Mission Statement


We will provide qualified writing
consultants who support the academic
mission of the University so that you can
work confidently in our writing centers.



We will create an environment, at each of
our sites (Writer's Roosts), that is
accessible, comfortable, and productive.



We will help you understand and practice
writing-to-learn for writing in all subjects
now and for writing in the future.




We will help you understand and practice
many strategies effective writers use, from
brainstorming to editing.
We will support your growth as a writer
and provide the expertise, the resources,
and the space and time to work with you
on your writing while you are here at the
University of Kansas.

Diversity Statement
As a part of the global community, the KU
Writing Center fosters diversity in all of its
dimensions and supports writers in reaching
their personal and professional goals. All
writers, with their unique life experiences,
worldviews, languages and voices, are
respected and welcomed. We provide an
environment that is conducive to diverse
learning styles and forms of expression, and
we respect writers' use of their home
languages and world Englishes. We also work
with others to pursue justice and remedy
current and historical inequities in higher
education. Our Center embraces the
humanity of all people, celebrating the
contributions each individual makes to the
Writing Center, KU, and the wider community.

Michele Eodice, Director
Consultant Jennifer Humphrey eagerly anticipates reading a writer’s draft (2002). Scene from the KUWC video
“Once Upon a Time in the Writing Center.”

What KU students say about us:
“The writing center provided me with helpful
assistance throughout the writing process. As a
non-traditional student who juggles family life
with a vigorous academic schedule, these
sessions were invaluable to me.”
“After reading the Writing Guide which
specifically refers to research papers, my
working plan for the semester definitely
changed. The Guide offered a lot of good advice,
and did so in a simple way.”
“Throughout the past month, I have called
upon your expertise and guidance while
authoring multiple essays for scholarships and
leadership opportunities. The services extended
to me by your writing consultants were
phenomenally helpful...and meant a great deal
to me.”

Rhonda Sharp, Office Manager

Inaugural Year Student Employees:
Donna Binns
Jason Capps
Jeremy Engels
Emily Forsyth
Kristen Garrison
Janet Holliday
Erika Jacobson
Kristin Knight
Sue Lee

Kristen McClintic
Sarah McGreer
Ann Meechai
Kara Northway
Geoffrey Peterson
Angela Place
Suki Ranieri
Eric Snider
Amy White

These administrators have
supervised Writing Center
Directors over the years:
Jim Carruthers
Kathleen McCluskey-Fawcett
Frank DeSalvo
Lori Reesor
Tammara Durham

The First Writer’s Roost was a small
office on the 4th floor of Wescoe Hall.

Kathryn Nemeth Tuttle
THANK YOU TO OUR DONOR!

Lucy Sankey Russell

David Rogers, G03
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2002 2003
Fall 2002 consultants
Back row:
Greg Dixon, Tom Veale,
Emily Donnelli Sallee,
Anjali Nerlekar, Kara
Northway, Kim Robertson Funari, Eric McCarthy, Jason Capps.
Middle row:
Ashlea Woodard Campbell, Tiffany DeJaynes
Ng, Elizabeth Gray,
Joe Sommers, Moira
Ozias.

OA Emmy Levens greets writers.

2000-2001 saw an explosion of

Jim Carruthers, Michele Eodice, and Kathleen McCluskey-Fawcett at
the ribbon-cutting ceremony, with KUWC employees and guests.

Writers’ Roosts across campus.

Front row:

KUWC began consulting with writers

Anna Carlton Thompson,
Stephanie Wilkinson.

in the Templin and GSP-Corbin
Academic Resource Centers. That
same semester, consultants began

To accommodate a growing number of users, in

staffing the Watson Library Roost
On September 12, 2001, the KU

Fall 2002 KU Writing Center added a new Roost

five nights per week in a new space

Writing Center moved to a larger

in Anschutz Library’s 3rd floor “Tanschutz”

funded by Student Senate.

location. The occasion merited purchase of

space in Wescoe Hall 4017.

new tables with sun umbrellas — sunglasses
optional.

The first KU Writing Center T-shirt to feature our
logo, fondly known as “Jayhawk on a pencil.”

Jim Hartman, Professor of English, with Jim Carruthers at
the Wescoe Hall opening. Jim Hartman was Director of the
University of Kansas Writing Center as a faculty resource
and has been a supporter of KUWC since its inception.

Office Manager
Rhonda Sharp
with Consultant
Brian Fallon
celebrate their
new workspace.
Brian now directs the writing
center at New
York’s Fashion
Institute of
Technology.

Celebrating our 15th Anniversary

KU Writing Center hosted the joint National
Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing /
Midwest Writing Centers Association Conference in Lawrence in Fall 2002. Conference
Chair Michele Eodice reported that “hosting
over 300 writing center folks in my own town
offered more fun than hassle. The conference
went along relatively glitch free” (MWCA Newsletter, 22.1, December 2002).

In Summer 2002, KU Writing Center
began offering online consultations to
KU Edwards students.
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International Writing Centers Association
Summer Institute 2005
The KU Writing Center staff hosted the IWCA
event for writing center professionals in Lawrence.
One attendee, Marcia Toms of North Carolina
State University, summed up her experience at
the Institute: “Before attending the institute, I
knew there was a writing center community “out
there,” but this week helped me see myself as
part of this community” (Southern Discourse,
vol. 9(2), p. 4).
Michelle Eodice, Director, with Tami Albin of KU Libraries. KUWC has enjoyed a productive relationship with
the Libraries throughout its history.

Staff Retreats and Consultant Practicum
Ongoing education has been an important part of
student employees’ professionalization. At the
beginning of each semester, full-staff retreats are
held. Consultants meet once a month for a twohour education session, and office assistants meet
several times a month as well. Getting together has
always been an occasion for learning, communitybuilding, and having a good time!
Cyndi Hurst, KU Writing Center office manager.

Sample Retreat

In 2006-2007, Moira Ozias served as

Programs from
2006 and 2012

Acting Director. Terese Thonus joined
KUWC as Director in July 2007.

Office Assistant Megan McGinley
wearing the 2006 bright gold KU
Writing Center T-shirt. To our
knowledge, that was the only year
we featured this color; all other Tshirts have been white, blue, or

Office Assistant Lynn Hamilton “rules” the Wescoe Roost.

Consultants, Fall 2007
Back row: Hali Baker, Ian Stanford, Sadie Robb, Jenny Hagen-Gay, David
Smith.

Moira Ozias, long-time graduate consultant,
became Assistant Director in 2004.
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Middle row: Emily Hensley, Sasha Graybosch, Zanice Bond de Pérez, Lauren
Holt, Paula Rose
Front row: Jenny Hartz, Kim Gianakon, Terese Thonus, Shannon McNeal,
Huma Khan.
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Zanice Bond de Pérez with
graduate student Hiba Gharib.

2010  2011
In Summer 2008,
newly-hired Graduate
Writing Specialist
Zanice Bond de Pérez
inaugurated the all-day
Graduate Research/WriteIns in collaboration with
KU Libraries and the
Graduate Writing Program.
To date, 28 Write-Ins have
been held on the Lawrence, Edwards, and KU
Medical Center campuses.

October 12, 2008

DO YOU WANT TO
BECOME A WRITING
CONSULTANT?
Writing Consultants guide and coach
writers through their process of developing drafts, revising papers, and creating presentation. Writing consultants are good at giving productive
feedback, asking proper questions,
and helping writers to build confidence.
You don’t have to be a perfect writer or
an English major to be an effective
writing consultant. You can learn how
to facilitate with the peer tutoring
model by taking the course called Tutoring and Teaching Writing (LA&S/
ENGL 400). This course is designed to
give you the background needed to
work as a writing consultant.

KU Writing Center’s 10th Anniversary!

Learning “Downstream”:
Exploring the Outcomes
of Writing Center Cultures and Conditions
At the 2008 International
Writing Centers Association, Moira Ozias, collaborating with consultants
Jenny Hartz and Sara
McElhany, as well as consultant alumni Ira Allen,
Emily Donnelli, Brian Fallon, and Kristen Garrison,
presented the findings of a consultant alumni research project. By surveying and interviewing 28
former consultants, the researchers discovered that
89% believed that compared to other curricular and
co-curricular experiences, their work at KUWC had
been “very” or “extremely” intellectually engaging.
Alumni also claimed that their consulting experience
had helped them grow not only as writers but also as
future professionals and community members. The
study was contributed to the National Survey of Peer
Tutors of Writing, and the insights gained continue
to inform how we educate consultants pre– and posthiring.

Recruiting talented office assistants
and writing consultants became
even more important as total sessions inched past 7,000 per year.

KU Writing Center consultant Jenny Hartz receives the International Writing Centers Association Travel Grant at the 2008 IWCA Conference
in Las Vegas, NV. KUWC consultants have been
attending and presenting at IWCA and regional
conferences since 1998.

Consultant Alumni Speak
I remember cooperation, collaboration being one of the key
words there...I think now looking back, I see how important cooperation,
collaboration, is for peace, peaceful existence and loving
existence, the greater good of a community rather than
just being okay on your own.
- C.G. Gim, M.A. 2006, Youth Ministry Leader, Kairos
Church, Atlanta
The level of analysis and certainly "people skills” that I
developed at the KU Writing Center are of particular use to
me as a law student. I've used many of the same teaching
techniques--manner of comportment, address, and inquiry. Essentially every skill you develop in the Writing
Center is transferable.
- Laura Drees B.A. 2012, Law student, Univ. of Colorado

Celebrating our 15th Anniversary

Students in this course do lots of writing, share their writing, observe other
writing consultants, learn to respond
to writing, and it prepares students
who may eventually want to work in
the KU Writing Center.

What KU students say about us:
“I am glad to inform you that last Friday I
passed my dissertation defense with distinction. This could not have been achieved
without the support of the KU Writing Center.”
“I don’t know if you remember me, but I had
an appointment on October 5th to review my
nursing school application essays. I just met
with the nursing advisor, and she thought
my essays were amazing and had improved
so much since the first time she read them.
It really means a lot that you are able to help
students with important things like this.”

Jon Johnson made big changes to our website during his time as a
KUWC staff member. Sergey Novoseltsev, 2010-2013 (above left) and
Ezra Huscher, 2008-2010 (above right) served as student web techs.

What our colleagues say about us:
“Thanks for taking time out of your busy schedule to meet with
our Admissions recruitment staff as part of our summer training...It will help us immensely in our interactions with prospective students.”
“On behalf of the Orientation Assistants, we thank you for your
presentation on the Writing Center. The information will assist
us with meeting the needs of students, parents, and guests this
summer during Orientation.”
“Thank you for your visit to our LA&S 292 classes. We appreciate your time and continued efforts on behalf of our students.”
“We are pleased that the Writing Center has made a priority of
providing programming specifically for graduate students. We
look forward to continuing our partnership next year.”
“Thank you very much for driving over here from Lawrence for
our PhD Nursing summer Intensive. We appreciate your willingness to work with our students.”
“The families in Lawrence Family Promise have been blessed by
this collaboration! I know at least one mom attributed her job
search success to the help from Writing Center consultants.”

In Fall 2008, we began offering 60-minute appointments

to graduate students, and in Spring 2009, we added 45minute appointments for all writers. Our Writers’
Roosts in Fall 2010 included four residence halls, the
Multi-cultural Resource Center, the Law School, and
the Edwards campus.
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Nick Sambaluk, HumanitiesWestern Civilization Graduate
Writing Fellow, created this
cartoon for the University
Daily Kansan. He gave KUWC
permission to use it to
advertise our services. It was
a huge hit!

Graduate Writing Specialist Liana Silva,
Director Terese Thonus, and Assistant
Director Martha Jerrim at the Chancellor’s
Writing Prize event in Spring 2011. The Prize
was discontinued after three years.

Budget & Personnel Administrator
Stephanie Preston with Assistant Director
Martha Jerrim.

In collaboration with KU Medical Center
Counseling and Educational Support Services,
KUWC opened a Writer’s Roost at Dykes
Library in Fall 2012. Graduate Writing Specialist Liana Silva-Ford met with department heads
and student groups to talk about writing support for KUMC students. CESS now operates
an independent writing center at KUMC.

Undergraduate consultant Emily Kroska
with lead office assistant Kelly Schrepfer.

writ·ing cen·ter (rī΄tĭng sĕn΄tər) n.
1. A procrastinator’s paradise. 2. An
environment where trained consultants
help one brainstorm, draft, and edit
writing. 3. A sounding board, where one
writes collaboratively. 4. An engaging
experience contributing to student success.

Over the years, KUWC professional and student staff have engaged in writing center inquiry, presented at conferences, and
published their research in newsletters and academic journals.
Writer Outsider: Student Narratives and the Search for Social
Justice, a 2009 project conducted by Moira Ozias and Zanice
Bond de Pérez, made an important contribution not only to
further education of our staff in diversity and anti-racism
issues but also to the
entire writing center
community via
International Writing
Centers Association
grant funding. KUWC
has received three
IWCA grants since
2007.

In Fall 2011, KUWC left its Wescoe
location and joined the Learning
Studio at Anschutz Library, first on the
3rd floor and then on the 4th.

Undergraduate consultants, Spring 2013. Back row: Brendan Light, Matthew
O’Neill. Middle row: Ryan Smith, Joyce Bohling, Sarah Larsen, Meaghan Melech,
Alex Yates, Ian Cook, Justin Rennell. Front row: Lara Law, Kayla Overbey, Maria
Carvajal-Regidor, Kaitlin Brennan, Austin Schauer (Lead), Charles Barkley.

Grad consultants, Spring 2013. Back row: Blayze Hembree,
Justin Wilson (Lead), Jaclyn Smith, Brent Kaplan, Ashley Ortiz,
Julie Perino. Middle row: Kristin Lockridge, Laurie Parker,
Jennifer Colatosti, Un So Diener, Aric Toler. Front row: Rachel
Bloom, Amanda Hemmingsen, Shayn Guillemette.

KUWC now has 16 undergraduate and 16

Graduate student Gretchen Anderson at a Spring
2010 Graduate Research/Write-In at the new Sabatini Multicultural Resource Center.

Celebrating our 15th Anniversary

Office assistants, Spring 2013. Angela Geist, Courtney
Schupp, Kelly Woods, Ellen Keegan, Ida KitchenGreenwell, Dylan Sanders, Amber Norris, Ashley Meadows, Brianna Dean (Lead), Marie Schmitz.

graduate consultants, and 10 OAs “rule the
Roosts” at Anschutz and Watson Libraries.
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Upward Trends

Katie Elliott joined the Writing Center
staff as Assistant Director on July 15.
And Claire McMurray has served as our
new Graduate Writing Specialist since
August 1. We’re fully staffed again!
Katie Elliot

Goals for 2013-2014:
KUWC’s literary magazine, edited in
2012 by Sarah Worrel and in 2013
by Ryan Smith.
After a year of reorganization and transition,
the Writing Center joined Undergraduate Studies.

“I can’t thank you enough for all of
your help with my work...I have
produced two chapters, an article, and
abstract that led to conference
presentations! I tell everyone about the
Writing Center and what you all have
to offer.”
—KU graduate student

Staff attended the International Writing Centers
Conference in San Diego. Above: Assistant Director Martha
Jerrim presents a poster. Sessions included those by Justin
Wilson (“A Counterpublic Lineage: Exploring Counterpublicity
in Writing Centers”) and Charlene Summers (“Erasing Lines in
the Sand: Writing Centers as Shoring Up Transfer.”) Below
right: Justin, Austin, Charlene, and Terese enthused. Below
left: Terese and Rebecca Babcock promoting books.
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Claire McMurray

Instructional Support

Reaching New Users

As a unit of Undergraduate Studies, KUWC
will support first-year student initiatives and
cooperate with the Office of First-Year
Experience, the Office of Multicultural
Affairs’ HawkLink, and Learning
Communities. KUWC will maintain a strong
presence in Anschutz Library’s Learning
Studio. The KUWC Director serves as a
Center for Teaching Excellence Ambassador
and will increase outreach to faculty across
the disciplines as a member of course
redesign teams associated with the KU Core.

While the number of KUWC sessions has
increased exponentially since 1998,
number of individual users has increased
at a slower pace. We will cultivate new
Writing Center users by introducing a live
online consulting interface on Google +
Hangouts. In addition, we will increase
the number of informational class visits
and workshops we conduct on the
Lawrence and Edwards campuses.

Community Outreach

Graduate Student Programs

KUWC is a proud member of the Greater
Kansas City Writing Centers Project. We will
participate in the Annual Tutor Retreat at
Johnson County Community College on
August 24 and continue to collaborate with
high school and college writing center
directors. We will continue our Saturday
writing tables at Lawrence Family Promise
and have been invited to do the same at
Lawrence Community Shelter. Our
collaboration with Haskell Indian Nations
University will include workshops for Student
Support Services and the American Indian
Studies program.

Approximately 33% of KUWC users in
2012-2013 were graduate students.
KUWC will continue its tradition of
Graduate Research/Write-Ins on the
Lawrence and Edwards campuses, in
collaboration with KU Libraries and the
Graduate Writing Program. We also plan
to increase the number and variety of
writing groups and to participate in M.A.
and PhD program orientations and
workshops, as well as offering individual
sessions for graduate students seeking
assistance with their writing.
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