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The Department of French and Italian at the University of Kansas offers three degree programs 
on the Lawrence campus: (1) a B.A. in French & Italian ; (2) an M.A. in French, and (3) a Ph.D. in 
French. We have been through a period of dynamic change since the last review – reflected at 
all levels from our curriculum, to the composition of our faculty.   
 

• Strong undergraduate programs in French and Italian:  with a solid pedagogical 
foundation in our first- and second- year programs, our B.A. program in French & Italian 
offers depth and breadth of curriculum, and remains robust and concistent in terms of 
numbers – and matches the programs of our aspirational peers.  We currently have 70+ 
majors. 

• Interdisciplinary outreach to the university:  we contribute an international and 
interdisciplinary dimension to the degree programs of students across the campus, not 
just in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, but also to the professional schools 
though double-majors and minors. 

• A strong tradition in studying abroad: since the last review almost 700 French and Italian 
students have had enriching learning experiences abroad. We also continue to work 
hard at offering substantial scholarship support to our students studying abroad. 

• The review of our rigorous and innovative M.A. and Ph.D. programs: revisiting our 
reading lists and examination formats have aligned us with our aspirational peers, and 
we have broadened our curriculum to reflect the best new directions in the field of 
French Studies.  

• Our international faculty, and our visibility nationwide and abroad: since the last review 
we have tenured four new faculty members who have added breadth and depth to our 
department, and enriched our curriculum. New areas of research include: the Maghreb 
and sub-Saharan literature, culture, and film; pedagogy and second language 
acquisition; the Italian and French Renaissance; seventeenth-century theater studies 
and gender studies. Scholarly productivity is generally high, and our faculty publish in 
excellent venues nationally and internationally. 
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The Department of French and Italian

Our continuing mission:

French was first taught at KU in 1866 - and Italian was introduced to the curriculum in 1899.
Since the earliest days of the University, French and Italian studies have been an integral part of
the long-standing tradition of strength in the Humanities at KU, and we are dedicated to the
continued pursuit of excellence in teaching, research, and service, and to supporting the
mission of the Collegeof Liberal Arts and Sciences: "In the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
at the Universityof Kansas, we learn without boundaries. Through innovative research and
teaching, we emphasize interdisciplinary education, global awareness and experiential learning
that ensures our graduates are engaged, socially responsible citizens, empowered to build their
futures in Kansas and the world." Our department brings linguistic andcultural diversity to our
campus, and we contribute daily to the ongoing initiative to internationalize research and
teaching at KU. Our teaching and research fields cover a wide geographical area, taking in
Francophone countries outside the Hexagon in Canada and Africa, and Italian immigrant
communities and cultures in the USA.

The Review Process:

In spring 2011, under the leadership ofVan Kelly, the department began meeting and collecting
materials for the study. This fall we met regularly with the new chair (Caroline Jewers), and in
subcommittees (reviewing the undergraduate language program, the major/minor in French
and Italian, and the graduate program respectively). We also surveyed current and former
undergraduate majors and minors, and pastand present graduate students. This report
includes inputfrom the individual faculty committees and the department as a whole. Since our
last review in 2003, the department has gone through a period ofdynamic change: we have
increased in faculty numbers, we have raised thevisibility ofthe department through our
productive research, and we have actively strengthened and revised our undergraduate and
graduate programs.

Our strengths:

• Verystrong undergraduate programs in French and Italian
• The quality of faculty research
• Rigorous and innovative M.A./Ph.D. programs

The faculty:

In 2003, one ofour greatest challenges was faculty numbers. We have recouped some ofour
previous losses, though we will need in future years to maintain and improve faculty strength
in key areas (Italian, Pedagogy, 20th- and 21st- century French and Francophone Studies). Since
our last review, we have added four new colleagues, Crystal Hall, Samira Sayeh, Paul Scott, and
KimberlySwanson (while losing two, Maureen Gillespie and Diane Fourny, whose appointment
is now 100% in HWC, though she does continue to teach two courses per year for us).



Tenured and tenure-track faculty numbers:

1992 Review 2003 Review 2011 Review

12 7.5 9.5
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Name Field Full Professors
Jan Kozma 19th' and 20th* c. Italian literature; Italian

Civilization; the novel; translator ofGrazia
Deledda's novels.

Full professor, Italian

Allan H.

Pasco

W^ century studies, 20th c, particularly
novel and short story, theory.

Hall Distinguished Professor of 19,h Century
Studies, Professor of French

Name Field Associate professors
John T.

Booker

19th" / 20th- centurystudies, novel, first-
person narrative, narratology.

Associate Professor of French, Director of
Undergraduate Studies

Diane Fourny 18th" centurystudies, literature, culture, the
Enlightenment, European Studies, the
Humanities and Western Civilization.

Associate Professor of French(full-time
appointment in the Humanities and Western
Civilization Program)

Bruce Hayes Early modern studies, the literature, culture
and politics of the late Middle Ages and
Renaissance.

Associate Professor of French, Director of
Graduate Studies, S12

Caroline

Jewers

Medieval studies, lyric, chivalric romance,
theory of the novel, medievalism.

Associate Professor ofFrench, Dept. Chair ]

Van Kelly 20th'c. & 21st" c. literature and cultural

studies, political ideologies and literature,
poetics, film, theory, novel since 1960.

Associate Professor of French

Samira Sayeh Francophone studies, the literature and
culture of the Maghreb and sub-Saharan
Africa, diaspora studies, transnationalism,
film.

Associate Professor of French, Director of
Haitian Studies/AAAS

Paul Scott 17th' century literature and cultural studies,
theater studies, gender studies.

Associate Professor of French, Director of
Graduate Studies, Fll

Kim Swanson Linguistics, phonology, phonetics, second
language acquisition, history of the language.

Associate Professor of French, Director of the
French Language program (1st and 2nd yrs)

Name Field Assistant Professor
Crystal Hall Early modern literary and cultural studies,

history of ideas, history of science.
Assistant Professor of Italian

Name Field Assistant Specialist
Marina de

Fazio

Dante Studies, pedagogy, Italian film,
narratology

Assistant Specialist in Italian, Director of the
Italian Language program (1st and 2nd yrs).

^^%



(' We are also assisted by part-time advanced lecturers:
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RESEARCH:

Name Position

Corinne Anderson Multi-term lecturer

Romain Chareyron Advanced lecturer, post-doctoral position,
renewable to 3 years (first year, AY 11-12)

Mary Byrd Kelly Multi-term lecturer

Jeff Kendrick Advanced lecturer, Ph.D. candidate

Regina Peszat Advanced lecturer, Ph.D. candidate

Along with teaching, productivity in research isthe department's biggeststrength, and since
our last review our research profile has been raised significantly by the publications of
colleagues at all ranks. As well as individual CVs, we draw your attention in our appendices to a
collective bibliography, 2000-2012. Since the last review in 2003we have publishedor have
shortly forthcoming 5 monographs, 5 editions, 3 translations, 1 anthology, 5 substantial
pedagogical publications, 85 peer-reviewed articles or bookchapters, 59 reviews, 15
encyclopedia entries, and 1creative writing project. More than the quantity, it is the quality of
the publications, and of the journals and presses inwhichthey appear, that has moved us
forward since the 2003 review. We publish regularly in top-tier journals in the US and Europe:

Renaissance Quarterly YWMLS Revue Europe
Romance Notes FMLS Esprit Createur
Papers on 17th-C French Lit European Romantic Review Quaderni d'ltalianistica
Scholarly Publishing Literature and Theology Cahiers Tristan L'Hermite
Speculum Church History Neophilologus
Holocaust and Genocide

Studies

New Literary History Cahiers d'Humanisme et
Renaissance

Symposium Modern Language Review Revue d'Histoire Litteraire de
la France

French Review 18th-C Studies Lingua Romana
Studies in Medieval and

Renaissance Teaching
Mediterranean Studies L'lnterculturel en

Francophonie
Sites: Contemporary French
and Francophone Studies

Short Story Litteratures Classiques

Tenso Language Acquisition Nouvelles Etudes

Francophones
French Forum Virginia Quarterly Sub-stance
19th-century Studies Comparative Literature Revue des Sciences Humaines

Publishers ofmonographs, collected volumes, and editions out or in press include: MHRA,
Vanderbilt University Press, Presses de la Sorbonne, Texas Tech University Press, Classiques
Gamier, Cambridge University Press, Champion, Ashgate, Publisud, University of Delaware
Press, Palgrave, Summa Publications, Exeter University Press, Manchester University Press,



Rookwood, Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, and Durham Modern Language Studies. Faculty
authors have also contributed to nationally-distributed textbooks published by McGraw-Hill,
Heinle-Cengage, and Pearson-Prentice Hall.

Conference attendance has also been very high since the last review (over 145 papers given by
faculty): a particular strength isthe number ofpresentations made at international venues and
in other countries:

International conferences and colloquia 44

National conferences 51

Regional conferences 22

Local presentations 15

Sessions organized at national conferences 12

We believe that weserve the research mission ofthe University well, and that our programs
have been enhanced bythis high level of activity. Ourfaculty has a wide range of research
interests ranging from the medieval periodto the present day.All our faculty members
vigorously foster a symbiotic relationship between teaching and research, teaching onsubjects
directly related to previous, current, and on-going projects. Forexample, Allan Pasco has
argued that literatureprovides a reliable lens forstudying the culture of love and marriage, and
integrated material for his research directly into an undergraduate course. Crystal Hall's ^
research onGalileo's incorporation ofepic poetry into his philosophical treatises has directly
ledto the design of her undergraduate seniorseminaron the Italian Renaissance, the success of
which has ledto a research-based article in Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Teaching and
an accepted chapter in the forthcoming Approaches to Teaching Ariosto's Orlando Furioso in
the MLA Series Approaches to TeachingWorld Literature. Bruce Hayes'sgraduate class, themed
on "Representations of Masculinity in the Renaissance," led to a forthcoming article, "Les
perplexites de la masculinite: cynisme, scepticisme et caritas chretienne dans le Tiers livre de
Rabelais." Paul Scott's use of two plays by Pierre Corneille, Le Cid and Polyeucte, in FREN 900
themed on "Le spectacle dans le Grand Siecle", resulted in an article which appeared in Forum
for Modern Language Studies and a conference paper which will be converted into an article
which is currently in progress.

The personal research programs of faculty necessarily involve core concepts from a variety of
fields, and the interdisciplinary nature of much of our research is also reflected in the fact that
our avenues of publication are often international. The varied and pluri-disciplinary nature of
our endeavors is also shown in our substantial record of hosting and sponsoring visiting
speakers, lecture series, and the hosting of film festivals with high attendance campus-wide.
Thiscontributes to our local, national, and international visibility. Facultymembers are also
active in projects involving a high component of interdisciplinarity. Crystal Hall is co-organizing
an exhibition and conference that celebrate the work of Giorgio Vasari as author, painter, and
court figure. "GiorgioVasari and Late Renaissance Italian Court Culture," set to open in Fall
2012 at KU's Spencer Museum of Art, includes not only the curation of the exhibit with pieces
from museums nationwide, but also organization of the international Seventh Quadrennial
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Italian Renaissance Sculpture Conference, presenting a series of lectures oriented toward the
larger KU campus, and a series of undergraduate and graduate courses related to these topics.
Caroline Jewers co-directed an interdisciplinary faculty seminar at the Hall Center for over ten
years, bringing eight to ten speakers per year. Samira Sayeh, Bruce Hayes, and Paul Scott have
also forged links with the Center. Van Kelly has published articles on the interrelationship of
Poussin and Descartes; and the artist books collaboratively done by Rene Char and the
painters/engraversValentine Hugo, ZaoWou-ki, and Vieira de Silva. In addition, he has given
papers on Char and Miro, and Char and Georges de La Tour. Faculty have participated in the
Keeler Family Intra-university Professorship, which provides faculty members a semester-long
opportunity to strengthen his or her knowledge of an academic specialty, to broaden or achieve
greaterdepth in a defined field of study in addition to increasing collaboration and synergy
acrossdisciplines. Caroline Jewers held this Professorship with the Film Department, and Bruce
Hayes with Classics in spring 2011.

Additionally, ourinternational profile maybe seen in the invitations that our faculty receive to
participate in publishing and presenting overseas. Allan Pasco, Caroline Jewers, Van Kelly, and
Paul Scott have read invited papers at the Sorbonne. Four of Van Kelly's recent publications on
Char, Semprun, Volodine, CeJine have appeared in collections at the Presses de la Sorbonne
nouvelle (2), the Presses de I'Universite de Bourgogne, and the University of Ghent's collection
published by Champion. Van Kelly is also an associate member of the "Ecritures de la
modernite" research group of the Sorbonne nouvelle/CNRS, and withinthat group a member of
the Centre pourI'etude du roman des anneescinquante au contemporain (CERACC). Allan
Pasco has given an invited paper at Exeter College, Oxford, and has lectured in Australia and
Canada. Caroline Jewers publishes in international journals, and has lectured at Oxford and
Cambridge, Bruce Hayes and Paul Scott areco-editing a special issueof the journal Guvreset
Critiques (vol. 38 no. 2) in French with arange of scholars from the USA, UK, and France, which
will appear in 2013. In addition to herinternational publications, Samira Sayeh has given awide
range of presentations (in Greece, Canada, England, Romania, France, and French Guyana), and
recently became webmistress for a regional satellite of C-RICEFM, a portal website for
interdiscipinary Francophone research thatit is hoped will become ahub for the region. To the
breadth and depth of this research activity we have since our last review added ahigh degree
of interdisciplinarity, and have forged links with colleagues on campus, nationally, and
internationally. These linkages will no doubt continue to bear fruit.

Faculty participate on the advisory oreditorial boards of anumber of flagship journals. Van
Kelly is a member of the advisory board of South Central Review. Paul Scott is a member of the
editorial board of Cahiers du Dix-Septieme. Van Kelly is an elected member of the Executive
Committee of the Modern Language Association Division for Twentieth-Century Literature.
Caroline Jewers has been a member of the executive committee for Modern Language
Association Provencal Studies Division, and a member of the editorial board of Mediterranean
Studies. Allan Pasco has an impressive number ofeditorial commitments, including being the
founding editor for French, ofthe Purdue University Monographs in Romance Languages
(Renamed Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures), 1977-present; assistant editor for
Literature, French Review, 1989-present; associate editor, Symposium (July 2010-2013);



member, editorial board, Summa Publications, 1990-present; member, advisory board,
Nineteenth-Century French Studies, 1995-present; member, Advisory Board, EMF: Studies in
Early Modern France, 2002-present; member, editorial board, Lingua Romana, 2002-present.

To create a space for interdisciplinary studies, and a focus for our research, we are in the
process of requesting that our departmental library (recently expanded in 2009) be
redesignated our Center for French, Francophone, and Italian Studies (CFFIS). If granted, we
have plans to use the center as a focal point for research, colloquia and events, and for efforts
to increase fund-raising. We very much hope to have news on this soon, and to be able to take
advantage of potential funding from an anonymous donor to get the Center's activities
underway.

One coming challenge will involve maintaining faculty numbers: we will no doubt face
retirements in the future that will decrease our numbers to pre-2003 levels, and in addition we
hope to expand opportunities in the key areas of French and Francophone 20th- 21st century
studies, Italian, and pedagogy. Jan Kozma is in phased retirement, and will leave her post in two
years, and it will be vital for us to be able to hire a second Italianist to continue the good work
and growth we have seen in the Italian section.

Samira Sayeh has built vital interest in Francophone studies in the department, and we hope to
complement her expertise by hiring a specialist with research interests that broaden our reach -"*%
beyond the Hexagon. This second position in contemporary French/Francophone studies might
also help us to offer more coursework in cultural studies - something that is of interest to our
graduate students, and that reflects the evolution of our field.

Having Kim Swanson to anchor our beginninglanguage sequence has been of inestimable value,
and it would be fruitful to add a second position in pedagogy to continue our outreach and
foster new majorsand minors. The ideal colleague would specialize in French Linguistics, with
an emphasis on Second Language Acquisition (SLA) with a secondary specialization in an area
other than phonetics/phonology.

Other possible retirements in the next ten years maysee us lose our two nineteenth-century
specialists, and this would create a huge gap in our coverage: it would be prudent to prepare
for this eventuality by hiring in advance of any planned retirement.

Anotherimportant challenge is increasing our number of full professors, and encouraging the
promotionof associate professors: in a small, active department the internal service loads are
veryheavy, and balancing out teaching, research and service is crucial to the professional
development of our colleagues and to the department. Since 2003 some faculty in mid-career
and at associate rank (Kelly, Booker,Jewers in particular) have had to shoulder very heavy
burdens takingon the roles of director of graduate studies, undergraduate studies, and chair,
for lengthy terms.



\ Strength inservice on campus: even with the demands ofa busy department, wecontribute
consistently across the university on important committees (CUSA, CGS, GRF Review, UCPT,
CCAPT, CTE, UCSL, TRP, the College Budget Committee, andadvisory committees for the Hall
Center, etc.).We maintain the high levels of service and engagement with our colleagues across
the campus that one would expect at a large research one university.

TEACHING:

Teachingexcellence is central to our mission as a department, and we are rightly proud of the
achievements and teaching awards garnered by our faculty. With all the opportunities and
challenges offered in this era of globalization, our programs in French, Italian, and Francophone
studies in the Department of French and Italian ensure that our students succeed in a
competitive and interconnected world. We offer comprehensive undergraduate major
programs with three tracks: French, Italian, and an option in French and Italian studies.
Students may also minor in French or in Italian. We also offer rigorous courses of study leading
to the M.A.and the Ph.D. in French. Coursework in the Department of French and Italian gives
students a valuable and useful linguistic tool; offers cultural training for students specializing in
other fields; prepares prospective language teachers in French and Italian; and trains majors in
the literature, culture, and civilization of France, Italy, and parts of the world where French is a
major language of communication, including Quebec and large areas of the Caribbean, Africa,
and Southeast Asia. These programs represent a comprehensive range of offerings in two of the

0t^ world's major foreign languages, commensurate with our status as a flagship university in the
\ state, and a research 1 university. Our B.A. Option in Italian Studies, and our Ph.D. in French are

the only programs of their kind offered by Regents1 institutions in the state of Kansas.

BASIC LANGUAGE PROGRAMS IN FRENCH & ITALIAN

The basic (elementary-intermediate) French and Italian Language Programs comprise the
greatest number of students in the department: 800-875 students per semester enrolled in
100- and 200-level French and Italian classes from 2006 to 2010 (based on fall semester
enrollments). There are more than two times as many lower-level as upper-level
undergraduates in French, and more than three times as many lower-level as upper-level
undergraduates in Italian. Our basic language programs thus serve an important role for the
College of Liberal Arts&Sciences, in helpingstudents to satisfy their 4-semester foreign
language requirement, which is a reflection of the College's mission to educate students to be
sensitive to other culturesand to be informed and engaged with global issues.1 Wealsoserve
the University at large, as we provide instruction to manystudents from the other schools (e.g.,
the Schools of Music, Journalism, Business, Architecture) who are pursuing language studies as
either a required or elective component of their degrees. We also provide an important service
to the state of Kansas, being the largest French and Italian programs in the state.

1The College's mission statement says "...At the core ofa liberal arts education are research and informed
engagementwith global issues,multiculturalism, and diverse experiences; these goals represent our greatest hope
for a better understanding of differences in the human condition and the potential for enhanced tolerance...We
educate all students to think critically, to communicate with precision, and to develop sensitivityto different
cultures."



Learning objectives - Our basic language programs have several goals. The first is to help our
students to achieve a level of linguistic competence that will enable them to communicate in
French or Italian in most everyday situations, to go onto further study at KU, andto beeligible
for professional opportunities that might requirebasicknowledge of French or Italian. A
second goalof our programs isto prepare our students to be culturally informed, tolerant, and
adaptable, in order to help them succeed inany future career that may entail international
interactions or require open-minded and adaptable employees. Whereas the language itself
may not be necessary for many of our students' future careers, cultural training and awareness
is a skill sought after by the countless U.S.-based companies and organizations with
international connections.2 Finally, ourthird goal is to promote general language skills: to
enhance our students' knowledge of English or other languages they speak, to develop their
analytical skills as they analyze and internalize structures of French and Italian, and to build on
their overall language and presentation skills in order that they better express themselves in
speaking and writing.

Current Courses and Sequencing - Both French and Italian have a first- and second-year
standard sequence consisting of two five-credit hour elementary courses (FREN/ITAL110 and
120) and two three-credit hour intermediate courses (FREN/ITAL 230 and 240).

The French program also offers different options at the intermediate level: 3rd and 4th semester
'honors' sections (FREN 231 and FREN 241) for students in the University Honors program or
those who have a very strong record of French in high school; and an intensive six-credit hour
course (FREN 234) that combines 3rd and 4th semester. The latter is intended forstudents who
have had 3-4 years of high school French and are considering a major or minor, but need some
intermediate review before moving on to 300-level courses.

The Italian Program offers two additional beginning course sequences designed for students
with different needs: Intensive Basic Italian Iand II (ITAL155-156) for students who have
previously studied another foreign language; and Elementary Italian Conversation Iand II (ITAL
107-108) for students-mostly in professional schools-who do not need to satisfy a language
requirement but are interested in acquiring conversational skills in Italian for a variety of
reasons (study abroad, career goals, research interests).

In addition, both the French and the Italian Programs offer a course for graduate students who
need to satisfy theirforeign language research requirement (FREN/ITAL 100).3

Staffing-The French and Italian Language Directors are in charge of overseeing the
elementary-intermediate French and Italian programs, respectively. Theyare responsible for
curriculum development and coordinating instruction in all lower-level language courses. They

2htto://www.iobweb.com/studentarticles.aspx?id=1699
3Unfortunately, for a few years now,we have not beenable to offerITAL 100andthe 107-108 sequence because
of budget cuts. We hope however to be able to offer them again in the near future: ITAL 100 will run in SP12.



supervise, evaluate, train, and participate in the hiring of the Graduate Teaching Assistants
(GTAs) and Lecturers who staff these courses.

The French Program Director was the sole coordinator ofboth 1st and 2nd-year French from fall
2005to fall 2007. From then through spring2011, the department was givenfunding to hire a
Lecturer/Academic Program Associate to help coordinate the program, overseeing 2nd-year
courses and instructors. This position wascut from the currentyear's budget, although we
currently havesome administrative funds to payan advanced Ph.D. student to help with the
French language coordination. Theteachingstaffconsists of 20-24GTAs and lecturers, who
teach the 28-30 sections of lower-level French each semester; the majority comprises GTAs
who are graduate students in the M.A. and Ph.D. programs in French.

The Italian Program Director is in charge ofcoordinating instruction in all Italian language
courses. She isalso responsible for the entire process of hiring Italian Lecturers and GTAs
(reviews ofapplications, correspondence, and interviews). The Italian teaching staff consists of
7-8Lecturers and one GTA, who teach the 14-16 sectionsof lower-level Italian each semester.

Enrollment Figures and Trends4

FRENCH AT KU/U.S.

- French is still the second moststudied foreign language in the U.S., and it is also the second
most studied foreign language at KU. The table beneath reflects enrollmenttrends since

2005:

Classes F05 S06 F06 S07 F07 S08 F08 S09 F09 S10 F10 Sll Fll

110-240 574 521 599 517 566 506 568 475 517 433 452 431 420

Classes Summer 08 Summer 09 Summer 10 Summer 11

110-240 53 59 72 43

Enrollments in French at KU have generally followed the U.S. trend, holding fairly steady
from the mid-1990s, with gradual ups and downs, depending on theyear.
Compared to the national average, agreater proportion ofFrench students at KU are going
on to a major/minor andgaining higher proficiency.

All data, except when noted, were taken from the MLA Language Enrollment Database, 1958-2009, and refer to
fall semester enrollments.
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• From 2006 to2009 enrollments in French on American college campuses grew by
4.8% from 206,426 to 216,419. During those sameyears, enrollments in French at
KU grew by 11.8% from 727 to 813.

• Ratio of Introductoryto Advanced Undergrad French enrollment in the U.S. in 2009
was 4:1 (172,573 vs. 39,605). Ratio ofIntroductory to Advanced Undergrad French
enrollment at KU in 2009was 2.13:1 (518 vs. 242).

FRENCH AT KU/KANSAS UNIVERSITIES
The Basic French Program at KU is by far the largest in Kansas.

• In fall 2009, the increase in French enrollments at KU outstripped the national
average, whereas French enrollments in Kansas overall fell about 5%, from 1,769 in
2006 to 1,678.

• In fall 2009, the second largest French Program in Kansaswas at Wichita State
University with a total of 153 students enrolled in lower level courses.

• The third largest French program in 2009 was at Kansas State, with 117 students
enrolled in lower-level courses.

• Our program, with 518 lower-level students in 2009, is 3.5-4.5times larger than the
next biggest programs in the state.

ITALIAN AT KU/U.S.
- Growth in enrollments in Italian at KU from 1995to 2009 has consistently outperformed

national averages.

- Compared to the national average, a greater proportion of Italian students at KU are going
on to a major/minor and gaining higher proficiency.

• From 2006 to 2009 enrollments in Italian on American college campuses grew by
3.0%from 78,368 to 80,752. Duringthose same years, enrollments in Italian at KU
grew by 12.29% from 301to 338.5

• From 1995 to 2009 enrollments in Italian on American college campuses grew by
84.5% from 43,760 to 80,752. During those same years, enrollments in Italian at KU
grew by 89.8% from 178 to 338.

• Ratio of Introductory to Advanced Undergrad enrollment in the U.S. in 2009 was
10:1 (72,403 vs. 7,574). Ratio of Introductory to Advanced Undergrad enrollment at
KU in 2009 was 3:1(257 vs. 81).6

ITALIAN AT KU/KANSAS COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
The Basic Italian Program at KU is by far the largest in Kansas.

sFrom Fall 2006 to Fall 2010 enrollments inItalian at KU declined by 9.0% from 277 to252. The drop reflects the
reduced beginning course offerings- one fewer section of ITAL 110 (max size 18/20)-due to budget cuts. Data for
2010 were taken from internal records.

6From Fall 2006 to Fall 2010 the ratio of Introductory to Advanced Undergrad enrollment at KU fell from 4:1 (277
vs. 67) to 2.9:1 (252 vs. 85). Data for 2010 were taken from internal records.

^^\
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• In fall 2009 the second largest Italian Program in Kansas was the one at Benedictine
College with a total of 48 students enrolled in lower level courses only (vs. 257 at
KU).7

• Onlyone other Kansas institution offers intermediate level courses: Kansas State.
Only one intermediate section per semester (vs. five at KU) is offered at Kansas
State.

• KU is the only institution among Kansasuniversities and colleges that offers upper
level Italian courses and grants degrees in Italian.

ITALIAN AND GERMAN AT KU

In most universities across the U.S., Italian isthe fourth most studied language after Spanish,
French, and German. At KU, Italian is very close to becoming the third most studied language at
the undergraduate level.

• In 2006, enrollment in lower undergraduate courses was slightly higher in Italian
than in German (291 and 287 respectively)

• In 2009, enrollment in upper undergraduate courses was slightly higher in Italian
than in German (81 and 73 respectively).

• From 1995to 2009the total undergraduate enrollment in Italian increased by
89.9%, going from 178 to 338 students as the total undergraduate enrollment in

ipv German declined by 32.9%, going from 525 to 352 students

Program Strengths

* Teacher training that ensures excellence in the classroom
* Incorporating new technologies into our curriculum
* Consistency across the beginning language sequence, and high marks in student evaluations

GTA/Lecturer Training and Support - Training and support for Italian and French GTAs and
Lecturers are particular strengthsof the department. They are ongoing and take place in a
variety offorms: structured orientation programs for newand returning instructors at the
beginning of each semester; pedagogical workshops and coursemeetings; class visits and
teaching evaluations (each semester for new instructors, yearly for returning instructors);
guidance on the creation ofteaching materials and assessment; advising on pedagogical and
administrative matters. To facilitate the exchange, collection, and archiving of useful
pedagogical and administrative documents, as well asto promote collaboration among
instructors, the Directors have created Blackboard teaching resource sites for instructors only.

The French and Italian Program Directors currentlyconduct separate orientations and
continuing training programs, because our Italian and French instructors have different needs.
The majority of Italian instructors are lecturers, who return each fall, and thus participate in

According to their website, however, Italian is no longer offered at Benedictine.
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continuing professional development; the need to offerorientation to new instructors is less
frequent in Italian. On the French side, there isa cohortof newGTAs each fall whoare newto
the program and teaching. These new GTAs are required to attend a 5-day orientation, which
takes place the week before classes start each fall.8

We recognize the excellent teaching ofourgraduate students and lecturers each spring at our
departmental honors ceremony, wherewe presentawards for pedagogical excellence in both
French and Italian. In addition, our instructors have been recognized for their teaching by the
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, with two ofour GTAs winning Outstanding Graduate
Student Teacher awards in 2007 and 2011.

Recent Innovations and Incorporation of Technology in Curriculum - The French and the Italian
Language Programs offer highly interactive, proficiency-oriented courses designed to develop
communicative competence in all four skills and to promote awareness of cultural realities and
differences. These courses are the result of an ongoing process of development and
enhancement, which recently led to major innovations inthe first-and second-year sequences
both in French and in Italian.

The French Elementary and Intermediate Programs werecompletely redesigned respectively in
the fall of 2006 and in the fall of 2007 (and we are currently piloting a new intermediate
textbook in one section). The Italian Elementary and Intermediate Programs were completely
redesigned respectively in the fall semesters of 2009 and 2010. The primary objectives of these
program redesignswere the revamping of their cultural modulesand the incorporation of the
mostadvanced resources insecond language acquisition technology. An additional goalfor
the restructuring of the intermediate-level sequence was to better prepare students to
transition to major and minor required courses through the increased relevance of the cultural,
and in particular literary, components.

Already before the programs' redesigns, students and instructors of elementary and
intermediate courses benefited from the use of course-specific Blackboard sites, repositories of
important course and program documents and announcements, custom-made Power Point
presentations, practice activities, useful links. Currently, after the changes were implemented,
all Italian and French elementary and intermediate courses also benefit from the integration of
full online learning and assessment systems: MyFrenchLab and MyltalianLab for the elementary
sequence, Quiaand the Maestro Supersite respectively for the French and the Italian
intermediate programs. These online systems are much more than simple electronic workbooks
and bring together—each in one convenient, easily navigable site-a wide array of highly
effective language learning tools and resources (grammar tutorials, immediate feedback on
activities, voice recording capabilities for both students and instructors, ability to edit and grade
open-ended activities, customizable grade-books, and more).

8See the French GTA orientation manual inthe appendix.
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I Student Satisfaction - As part of our routine review of programs, in the spring and summer of
2011 we asked students in fourth-semester language courses to complete a questionnaire
about their experience studying in the department. The results (see the average scores
beneath) were exceedingly positive for both French and Italian. The written comments are
included in the Appendix.

SCALE: 1= outstanding 2= very good 3= good 4= average 5= poor

FRENCH ITALIAN

1. Overall rating of your experience as a student of French/Italian: 2.1 2.1

2. Overall rating of your French/Italian language courses: 2 2.3

3. Overall rating of your instructors in French/Italian language
courses:

1.9 1.8

SCALE: 1= Strongly agree 2=Agree 3= Neutral 4= Disagree 5=Strongly Disagree

4. My French/Italian language courses helped me meet my overall
educational goals:

1.8 2.2

5. Myknowledge of French/Italian language improved: 1.5 1.6

6. My knowledge of the English language (grammar, vocabulary)
increased through my study of French/Italian:

2 2.3

7. My knowledge of French/Francophone/ltalian
cultures/civilizations increased:

1.7 1.8

8. What 1learned in class helped improve my communication skills
(reading, writing, listening, speaking):

1.8 2

9. The French/Italian program provided opportunities to study in
an French/Italian-speaking country:

1.7 2

10. The French/Italian program provided a welcomingand
supportive atmosphere for students:

1.7 1.6

Directions for the Future

Strengthen Basic Language Program Administration - The French and Italian Language Program
Directors oversee the entire basic French and Italian language sequences and curriculum
development. Theysupervise, train, and mentor all GTAs/Lecturers (20-24 instructors of
French; 7-8 instructors of Italian),and they are the main contacts for the 800-875 students who
enroll each semester in lower-level French and Italian courses. Amajorgoal for the basic
language programs is the hiring of a tenure-track professoror permanent Lecturer/Academic
Program Associate for French (the latter isa position the department had temporarilyfrom
2007-2011), and a Language Program Assistant for Italian (perhaps changing a current Lecturer
position to include a percentage of the appointmentfor administrative responsibilities). The
numbersof students, sections, and instructors is sufficient to justifysuch hires, and the
programs would greatly benefit from the additional support in course administration, affording
the directors more time to focus on the overall mission and vision. This would allow for further
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innovation in curriculum and additional professional developmentopportunities for our >
graduatestudent instructors. To have more than justthe director responsible for the
administration ofthe basic French or Italian program would greatly enhance the stability ofthe
programsas well, ensuringcontinuity inthe case of sabbaticals, leaves, illness, etc.

Continue to Innovate and Incorporate New Technologies - While both the French and Italian
basic language programs have undergone major redesigning over the last5 years, which
included a moveto integrate the most current technological innovations in second language
learning, we see that there is still more that can be done to enhance learning for our students
and professional development for our instructors. We will continue to explore the newest uses
of technology in the language classroom, in order to evaluate their possible effectiveness for
our students. Blackboard's enhanced testing functions, for example, may be a useful tool to
help students track their own development and focus on areas needing improvement, while
also helping instructors to assess student progress. As online portfolios become more
commonly used in higher education, we would liketo investigate the utility of such systems for
measuring student outcomes, while providing our students with a platform to display their
work. In addition, we hope eventually to enrich our students' learning by facilitating contact
with native speakers outside of KU through video-conferencing and in-class online chats. This
will depend upon additional lab space at KU or classrooms equipped with the necessary
technology. Finally, we plan to further foster our instructors' technological development
through workshops that will offer training on the newest innovations in technology and
language teaching. We envision the possibility that these workshops, which could be offered in
conjunction with other language departments, may become part of a certification in second
language teaching and technology for graduate students.

Enhance Coordination between French 8c Italian Language Programs - One of our goals for
improvement is to boost collaboration between the French and the Italian Programs with
regard to some administrative matters, in order to avoid unnecessary task duplication and
operate more efficiently. In particular, the French and the Italian Directors will be working
together on three projects:

• the establishment of joint orientation sessions and training activities for new GTAs and
Lecturers in areas that are common to both the French & Italian programs;

• the development of a "Frequently Asked Questions and Resources" site—hosted on a
French and Italian GTAs/Lecturers Blackboardsite—to which instructors could refer
whenever in doubt about administrative matters, teaching practices, University or
Departmental Policies;

• the development of a similarly conceived "Frequently Asked Questions and Resources"
site—linked to the departmental website—where undergraduate students could find
immediate and clear answers to all their queries about our basic language programs.

The completion and implementation of these projects will eventually result in a much leaner
and more effective system of advising for both students and instructors; will allow the
Language Directors to redirect and more valuably employ time that was previously spent on
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repetitive advising and administrative tasks; and will make the French and Italian Language
Programs more visible and accessible within the University community.

Further Inform and Involve Our Lower-Level Students - Over the past several years, we have
been implementing class visits in our lower-level French and Italian courses, to alert students to
general benefits and possible future career enhancement of continuing their French and Italian
studies, and to provide them with information on the requirements for completing a major or
minor. We plan to continue and increase our informational class visits, while also using other
means to reach out to and involve and motivate our lower-level language students. We think
we are doing a good job academically in preparing our students to transition from
intermediate- to upper-level coursework, but we feel that more could be done in developing
outside activities to add to our students' formation. While we have active French and Italian

Clubs/Tables, those events are mostly frequented by upper-level students. Because of this, in
the spring of 2011, we conducted a survey of our lower-level French students to see what
outside activities would be of interest to them. As a result, we have just started a French coffee
hour specifically aimed at lower-level students, inorder to give them a place to converse with
students at their own level, and interact and askquestionsof French instructors (regarding
language, culture, study abroad, etc.). Further involving our lower-level students in
extracurricular, cultural activities will not only add to their educational experience, but will
hopefully motivate some of them to continue their French or Italian studies.

Recruitment and Outreach - Finally,we would like to expand our current outreach activities to
area high school students and teachers. We have already been working with one teacher of
French in Topeka. Each of the past six years, we have arranged an annual fall visit to KU for her
junior-senior students of French, during which they sit in on French classes, learn about our
departmental offeringsand study abroad opportunities, get a tour of campus, etc. This has
been a fulfilling exchange on both ends, and we are happy to have some of her past students
now at KU studying French. We would like to expand upon thistypeofoutreach activity,
contacting French teachers at the major feeder schools to KU, inorder to set up similar visits, to
getstudents thinking about continuing their foreign language studies in the future, and possibly
at KU. Although Italian is not taught in areahigh schools, we plan to offer additional options to
visiting high school studentsof French, allowing themto sit in on a beginning Italian class as
well, so that theygain exposure to another language that theymay want to pursue in the
future.

MAJOR AND MINOR PROGRAMS IN FRENCH AND ITALIAN

Program strengths

* Major and minor programs that offer breadth, depth, and choice
* A consistently high number of majors and minors
* A range of strong study abroad programs
* Scholarships to help students study abroad
* Advising support for majors/minors
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The Department ofFrench &Italian offers a B.A. in French, with Options available in Italian, and
in French and Italian Studies. We also offerMinors in both French and in Italian.

The B.A. in French is made up often courses (30 credit hours) at the 300-400 level, which
students reach after completing fourth-semester French (completion ofthe fourth-semester
course satisfies the foreign language requirement forthe B.A. at KU). Half of the ten courses for
the major, at the 300-level, are primarily language courses (grammar, phonetics, composition,
conversation, introduction to literature) that allow students to acquire a mastery of French that
will enable them to do advanced undergraduate work. At the 400-level, students take three
literature courses from a choice of seven, each covering a period of French literature (from the
Middle Ages to the present)or Francophone literature. Students choose the remaining two
courses from a range of electives, including advanced conversation, culture and civilization,
film, the French-speaking world, or other literature courses. The B.A. in French is a
longstanding programthat the department continues to reviewon a regular basis, in an effort
to improve it where possible,while maintaining its existing strengths. The French major
remains traditional in format, with an emphasis on literature in senior-level courses, but with
sufficient flexibility to allow students a choice of elective courses. Students who deal with
literature (in any language) invariably sharpen the analytical and communication skills that are
at the heart of a liberal arts education, and such skillswill continue to serve them well
throughout life, whatever their chosen profession. Since the time of the last Program Review
(2003), we have been ableto add a faculty member inFrancophone studies(Samira Sayeh) and
have thereby broadened the choice of courses and areas of study available to majors. More
generally, the strength of the major in French stems from the rigorous nature of the program
(all courses are taught in French, for example, which is not always the case nationwide), from
the excellent quality of the teaching done at this level by the department's faculty, who have
won numerous teaching awards, and from the qualityof the students themselves. According to
AIMS data, junior-senior mean ACT scores of the department's majors over the reporting period
(Fall 2001 through Fall2010) have ranged from 26.5 (Fall 2002) to 27.9 (Fall 2007); that range is
considerably higher than the ACT mean score of 24.7 for entering KU first-year students. The
high quality of our majors comes in large part, we believe, from the fact that it is not as easy to
major in a foreign language as it is in a number of other disciplines. Just to reach the threshold
of the major level, a student must first complete fourth-semester French (or show proficiency
at that level); those who do so thereby demonstrate a real sense of commitment to French as a
chosen major, or to the Option in Italian, and that in turn shows up in the quality of their work
at the major level.

The Option in Italian comprises eight courses (24 credit hours) at the 300-400 level, which
students reach after completing fourth-semester Italian. Two composition and conversation
courses are required: Italian 300 and Italian 315. These courses build upon the basic grammar
and usage of the first four semesters of elementary and intermediate Italian taught at the 100-
200 levels. They offer advanced practice in conversation as well as extensive practice in writing.
Acontinuing review of Italian grammar accompanies all conversation and composition
instruction. Students pursuing the Option also complete the Introduction to Italian Literature
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sequence, Italian 301 and 302,where they are introduced to the masterpieces of literature
from the Middle Agesto the present, including in particular the writings of Dante, Petrarch, and
Boccaccio. Among electives, the Italian civilization courses, Italian 335 (which regularlyhas the
largest enrollment of any single course in the department) and Italian 336 ("Italyand the
Italians" I and II), cover the highlights of Italian culture (geography, history, Roman archaeology,
opera, art, the history of cinema, literature, and the history and appreciation of Italian cuisine
and viticulture).9 Students choose the remaining two courses for the Option from a range of
offerings at the 400 level in Italian literature. Students may be eligible to graduate with Honors
in Italian if they meet the departmental requirements.

The Option in Italian is the equivalent of a major, in that it meets the Regents requirement of
24 hours of coursework for a major, and it continues to be a very popular program with strong
enrollment. Since the time of the last Program Review (2003), we have been able to add a
second, much-needed faculty member in Italian (Crystal Hall), who has added breadth to the
course offerings in Italian: Ital 430 (Dante's Masterpiece), Ital 440 (Italian Renaissance
Literature), and Ital 480 (Studies in Italian Literature). However, Jan Kozma has since begun
phased retirement, and as enrollments in Italian have continued to grow steadily, we now have
a demonstrable need for a second full-time Italianist. In the department's most recent "three-
year hiring priority plan" (submitted to CLAS, May2011), our first priority is an Assistant
Professor in Italian Studies, with an emphasis on modern Italian culture, literature, and/or film.
Former undergraduate Fabian Alfie (Ph.D Wisconsin-Madison) is now Professor of Italian at the
Universityof Arizona; Amy Rowden earned a Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.

Graduation with Honors in French or in Italian continues to provide outstanding undergraduate
students the opportunity to have a capstone experience as part of their work in the
department. Students majoringin French maygraduate with Honors bycompletingan
additional six credit hours of intensivetutorial work under the direction of a faculty member.
Honors workculminates in a substantial writing project (a minimum of twenty pages for each
three credit hours) which is evaluated bytwo faculty members in addition to the mentor with
whom the student has worked closely. Between F03 and S10,28 students pursued honors in
French, and two are currently enrolled.

TheOption in French and Italian Studies (30credit hours, 15 in each language) allows students
to select courses in each language, from offerings already available through the Major in French
and the Option in Italian, in three general areas: language (four courses total, two in each
language), literature (fourcourses, two in each language), and civilization (two courses, one in
each language). The additional program wascreated largely in responseto requestsfrom
students who wished to pursue major-level work in both languages, but who would not have
been ableto complete both the Major in French and the Option in Italian. TheOption in French
and Italian Studies is intended as well to serve those students who planto pursue careers in

\ ITAL 335 isalso a principal course in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and istaken by many non-
majors/minors from other programs. It is an'excellent outreach course for students who participate in themany
study abroad programsin Italyrun by the Office of Study Abroad.
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language teaching at the secondary level and want to become certified to teach both
languages. We hopethat future students will pursue thisadditional option.

The Minors in both French and in Italian continue to be very popular, with steadily increasing
student enrollments. Wefrequentlysee instancesof students who planned initially to complete
just a minor, but who have subsequently decided to pursue the full Major in French or the
Option in Italian (or the Option in French and Italian Studies) because of the quality of the
upper-level coursework and teaching they encounter in our department.

The Minor in French is composed of six courses (18 credit hours), drawn from courses available
to majors. In addition to two required courses (FREN 300, Intensive Review of Grammar and
FREN 326, Introduction to Literature), the remaining four courses are electives, two from
offerings at the 300-level and two from offerings at the 400-level.

The Minor in Italian is composed of six courses (18 credit hours): Italian 300 and Italian 315
(Composition and Conversation), Italian 301 and 302 (Introduction to Literature I and II), and
Italian 335 and 336 (Italy and the Italians I and II). Students working toward the Option or the
Minor in Italian frequently take part of their coursework through the Summer Language
Institute in Florence, where they may participate for either one month or two months, earning
six to ten credit hours.

We encourage students who major or minor in French to take part of their coursework through
our study abroad programs (see below). Participants in the department's Summer Language
Institute in Paris can earn six hours of credit at the minor or major level. Those participating in
department-sponsored semester program (in Angers) normally earn 18-21 hours per semester.

Study abroad programs
The department sponsors a range of study abroad programs, and strongly encourages its
majors and minors to take advantage of the opportunity to participate. From the summer of
2003 through the summer of 2011, the average number of participants in the department's
Summer Language Institute in Paris has been 18-19 students. When the department was able
to staff a second Summer Language program in Strasbourg (France), an additional 12-13
students participated each summer. Participation in the Summer Language Institute in Florence
(Italy) has averaged 26-27 students per year. The department also maintains a semester-long
program of study abroad in Angers (France). For many years we had a year-long program
exchange with the University de Franche-Comte, sending KU undergraduates, and welcoming
French students to the KU campus. With the retirement and reassignment of key faculty in
Besancon, and a decline in numbers able to commit to studying abroad for a year, the program
has become inactive since our last review, and in the future we can perhaps look to forging ties
with another institution.

We are fortunate in being able to support undergraduate study and research through
scholarships we award through our Endowment funds.
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The Summer Language Institute in Paris andThe Summer Language Institute in Florence are
among the oldest and mostestablished studyabroad programs at KU. They offer students in
French and in Italian the opportunity to improve their linguistic and cultural competence and, in
many cases, to satisfy their foreign language requirement, while studying abroad. AKU
Director, aided by an Assistant, leads each program and isonsite to assist the students and
assess their performance. Throughout their stay in Paris and Florence, participants in both
institutes lodge with host families.

The Summer Language Institute in Paris, France, has been in existence since 1962, and is
focused on intermediate-level language students, although more advanced students may also
participate. It is a 6-week program that begins with a 9-day travel portion that traditionally
explores the areas of Brittany, Normandy, and the Loire Valley. Students then spend a month in
Paris studying at I'itoile: Centre deLangue et Vie Francoises, where they earn 6 hours of credit.

The Summer Language Institute in Florence has been in existence since 1982. Students may
participate for one or two months and earn 6 to 10 hours of credit for beginning, intermediate
or advanced language and culture courses. They attend // Giglio school in the mornings and are
engaged in several different cultural activities in the afternoons, ranging from guided museum
and monument visits to cooking classes and excursions in nearby towns. After reaching a peak
of 47 enrolled students in the summer before 9/11, enrollment in the past six years has
maintained an average of 26.6 students, one fifth of whom are two-month participants.

The Angers/Universite Catholique de I'Ouest Semester Program sends an average of eighteen
students every semester to take courses in Angers. Students take a placement examination,
and take 18-21 hours of coursework with faculty at UCO. In 2010, the Department negotiated a
partnership with colleagues at Texas A&M to expand the semester program by sending a
faculty director for one term a year. The faculty director teaches additional classes, enabling KU
students to fulfill more coursework for the major and minor. This past spring saw the first joint
group, led by KU faculty, and next spring Texas A&M's Ralph Schoolcraft will direct the
program. Ifthe numbers of Texas A&M students increase significantly, we can perhaps lookto
sending a faculty director every semester.

Term Florence SU Pails SU Strasbourg SU Angers semester University of Trento semester
SU03 25 17 11 15 S07 (AY 06-07) 1
SU04 28 15 0 13 F07

SU05 23 20 14 22 S08

SU06 29 15 12 22 F08

SU07 23 25 10 19 S09

SU08 40 20 15 17 F09

SU09 21 25 (program 20 S10

SU10 22 14 cancelled) 14 F10

sun 25 17 15 Sll

11 Fll

total 236 168 88 182 1

Average 26 18 14 18
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Atotal of 674 students have studied abroad through the departmentsince our last review in
2003. In addition, we facilitate and help with advising and credit transfer for students studying
on ISEP student-initiated programs to French-speaking countries through our Office ofStudy
Abroad:

Term: University: Number ofstudents:
AY 02-03 Univ. Grenoble II 1

S03 Univ. Paul valgry, Montpellier 1

F06 Univ. Paul Cezanne, Aix-en-Provence 1

AY 07-08 Univ. Grenoble II 1

S08 Univ. de Picardie Jules Verne, Amiens 2

S09 Univ. de Picardie Jules Verne, Amiens 1

SU09 Univ. de Savoie, Chambery 1

SU10 Univ. de Savoie, Chambery 1

AY 10-11 Univ. de Nice 1

Sll Univ. du Havre, Le Havre 1

Total 11

Enrollments

AIMSdata for Student Credit Hours by Fiscal Year: Ofthe principalforeign language
departments, we are second only to Spanish & Portguese, a department with 16 members of
professorial rankversus our 10. Even so, we produce 73.7% of the SCH generated bySpanish
and Portuguese. We are well ahead of AAAS, EastAsian Languages and Cultures, Germanic
Languages and Literatures, and Slavic Languages and Literatures. For FY 2011-2012 (the most
recent fiscal year for which AIMS data is available), the department produced almost twice as
many student credit hours as East Asian Languages and Cultures (most of whose courses,
moreover, are actually taught in English), more than twice as many student credit hours as
Germanic Languages and Literatures, and more than four times as many as Slavic Languages
and Literatures.

Dept. FY08-09 FY09-10 FY 10-11

AAAS 4206 4085 4617

CLSX 3772 4038 3890

EALC 5138 4735.5 4568

F&l 9394 8621 8184.8

GERM 4004 3614.9 3548

REES 253 258 387

SLAV 2034 1858 1870

Sp8tPo 11807 11574 11109
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Enrollments have remained stable over the past several years:

Classes FA06-SP07 FA07-SP08 FA08-SP09 FA09-SP10 FA10-SP11 *FA11 (first semester only)
300 94 110 104 84 79 •58

310 43 44 43 48 49 *31

326 81 81 73 76 65 *30

375 49 34 42 35 38 •16

400-level lit/cult 113 106 96 101 106 ♦65

On average, FAll looksset to be a year in which we see increases in class size at the major level that will
bring us close to enrollment levels of 2006.

Data for "Major counts'' from fall 2001 through fall 2010: French & Italian has ranged between
a high of 133 (Fall 2004) to a lowof 79 in Fall 2008; in Fall 2010, the last year for which data are
available, there were officially80 majors in French & Italian. We believe that this fall count is
not a reliable indicator, particularly in recent years, since a considerable number of students
typically wait until late in the academicyear to makean official declaration of major. In light of
the departmental review, we encouraged majors and minorswho had not yet officially declared
to consider doing so at the beginning ofthe fall semester; while the results are not official, they
indicate quite clearly that the count of majors in French &Italian is substantially higher than
official fall figures tend to indicate: we have seen an increase of 32 in the French minor, 4 in
the Italian minor, 15 in the French major, 3 inthe Italian major according to the completed
forms turned in to the department. These numbers may not be reflected in the current count of
70 majors, or in thetally of51 minors (20th day ofclasses, FAll). Our undergraduate major
numbers also make us the second-ranked foreign language department inthe College, and
figures have remained reasonably consistent since the last review:

Dept F01 F02 F03 F04 F0S FOB F07 F08 F09 FIO Fll

AAAS 18 18 27 35 36 33 39 46 41 34 42

CLSX 39 41 44 32 31 27 28 32 42 43 42

EALC 77 102 105 112 102 85 91 102 97 103 86

F&l 109 107 113 133 110 102 95 79 87 80 *70
GERM 50 47 50 40 55 53 46 44 36 27 16

REES 21 15 2 3 7 7 6 6 11 11 7 co-

major
SLAV 40 32 21 22 27 24 21 18 19 23 26

Sp&Po 264 329 361 349 297 242 229 238 222 208 249

Minor FAll Minor FAll

AAAS 20 GERM 21

CLSX 13 REES 1

EALC 13 SLAV 2

F&l *51 SP&PORT 57



22

AIMS data fordegree counts in French &Italian: overthe reporting period (FY 2001-2002
through FY 2009-2010) have ranged from 23 (FY 2008-2009) to 36 (FY 2004-2005 and 2006-
2007). Who are our graduates? While French and Italian remain traditional Humanities majors,
there are manydouble majorsand minors from ail over the university, from the Business
School to the Engineering and sciencedepartments. They go on to a widevariety of careers,
from teachingto administration and management, or continue on in French, Law, medicine,
and a broad spectrum of programs.

Data on undergraduate (B.A.) degrees granted in French and/or Italian by the sixteen AAU
universities in KU's "comparison group" for fiscal years 2008,2009, and 2010: KU granted 83
degrees in French or Italian over that period, or an averageof 27-28 per year. Theonly
universities that granted a substantially higher number of degrees in French and/or Italian-
Michigan, Minnesota, OhioState, Texas,and Wisconsin—all have substantially larger
enrollments than KU. For Fall 2010 (the most recent semester for which OIRP data is available),
the number of declared majors in Frenchor Italian at KU was 65, a number exceeded at only
the universities of Colorado, Illinois, Texas, and Wisconsin (all of which, again, have a
substantially larger student population in general).

KU and the Majors in French and Italian at Peer Institutions: the table beneath shows data
reported for enrollment in French and Italian majorsat peer institutions. Our programs put us
in the company of some much larger, well-funded, and ranked institutions.

Institution FBA08 IBA08 FBA09 IBA09 FBA10 IBA10

Arizona St. 22 10 16 8 13 6

Ark. L.R 3 9 5

Arkansas 9 16 20

Colorado 16 11 18 11 21 7

Illinois CU 29 6 16 1 26 6

Indiana 19 1 26 2 27 4

Iowa St. 6 1 7

Iowa 18 18 2 22 2

Michigan 39 12 31 4 39 6

Mich. St. 19 21 18

Minnesota 25 10 37 9 38 6

Missouri 4 4 7

UMKC 3 4 6

Nebraska 2 8 0

UNC Not reported

Ohio State 28 9 31 17 44 13

Oklahoma 5 13 9

Oregon 26 3 23 12 30 5

Texas A&M 10 14 12

UT Austin 31 7 29 5 25 6

Wisconsin 67 14 88 13 91 11

Purdue Not reported
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1 All faculty members in the department play an active role in teaching at the major level, and
several also teach lower-level courses periodicallyor on a regular basis. Undergraduate
students thus benefit from working with a cadre of dedicated individuals who have won
numerous awards for excellence in teaching. In the course of teaching major-level classes,
faculty members also expose undergraduate students to their own particular research interests
and critical perspectives. Moreover, the very nature of a foreign language curriculum, whether
it be in French or in Italian, ensures that students develop the sort of multicultural and
international perspective that is one of the basic goals articulated by KU's administrative
leaders. We naturally encourage all majors and minorsto include a period of study abroad as
part of their program, and such an experience ensures additional exposure to those same
multicultural and international perspectives. Our department also plays a very active role in
student advising: we encourage majors and minors to visit advisers regularly to check on their
progress, and we maintain close contact with our students. We also offer advising support for
students studying abroad and credit-transfer advice after their return.

Institutional measures (from AIMS data) of Undergraduate Student Satisfaction for the most
recent Survey (2009) indicate that the department's means areabove the 75th percentile of
University means in all eleven categories. Likewise, in the 2009 Senior Survey, graduating
majors rated their experience in the department well above that of Seniors overall, with scores
of 100% in eight of the eleven different categories, most notably "Intellectual Challenge of
the major," "Quality of instruction in the major," "Ease of meeting with instructors," and
"Overall education at KU."

This fall we surveyed current and former undergraduate majors and minors about their
experiences studying in the department: (see survey section). The results were strong in all
areas: our students appreciate the quality and range of courses available, our accessibility, our
encouragement, and the supportive environment we provide.

Our challenges at the major/minor levels:

'"Maintaining our excellent numbers
Regular major/minor checks will help with strategic planning. In an effort to provide better
advising for students enrolled in French courses at the 200- and 300-levels, we have instituted
faculty visits to each section of the fourth-semester course (French 240) and of the gateway
course in our major (French 300). This practice has already produced an increase in enrollment
in subsequent courses. The department has initiated this fall a systematic effort to contact
former majors and solicit their feedback on their experience in the department and their
suggestions for improvement. Now that convenient software is available through the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences (Qualtrics), it will be easier to survey our students more regularly to
obtain feedback about our programs.

'"Increasing our outreach through the development of further courses shared with KU's
Edward'scampus, and the use of technology that allowsdual-campus classes (currently Jan
Kozma is the only member of the faculty who teaches at the satellite campus).
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* Outcomes assessment - we are currently involved with university-wide initiative to
implement and develop meansofoutcomes assessment in undergraduate courses. We are part
of the pilot this fall, and will no doubt pursue furtherdata collection to help shape future
courses.

* Data management - tracking majors andminors more effectively, using information creatively
and constructively to move our programs forward.

Ourmajor and minor programs are of high quality, but we also serve the teaching mission of
the College in other ways:

• by offering a full range of lower-level (100-200) language programs in French and Italian
that satisfy the University's language requirement for the B.A.

• by offering a range of principal courses in the "Literature and the Arts" (HL) section of
the Humanities: FREN 152: France and the French (3), ITAL 335: Italyand the Italians I
(3), FREN 326: Introductionto French Literature (3), FREN 401: Paris, City of Lights and
Legends (3), FREN 405: French Literature in Translation (3).

• in AY 2010-11,90.9% of our courses were taken by non-majors, illustrating our service
to a broad constituency across the University.

• by working with the Officeof Study Abroad to organize, promote, and facilitate a wide
range of study abroad opportunities (Summer Language Institutes to Paris and Florence,
the semester program to Angers, the Italian semester programs at the Scuola d'ltaliano
in Rome and at the Universityof Trento, as well as ISEP student-initiated programs) that
allow KU students to study and research in a variety of countries.

• byofferingspecialized courses (FREN 100, ITAL 100, ITAL 155-156) that allowgraduate
students in other departments to fulfill the language requirements for graduate degree
programs.

• by providing language proficiency assessment, and extensive advising and credit-
transfer assessment for students who participate in other KU-sponsored programs in
French-speaking countries in Europe and Africa.

• by serving on the Ph.D. comprehensive examination and dissertation committees of
many other departments in the College.

• by striving to create interdisciplinary linkswith other departments (examples: CGIS,
European Studies, Art History, African and African American Studies, Theater and Film,
Linguistics, and the Business and Journalism schools).

• by sponsoring outreach activities that bring KU students together with those of other
departments and the community in more informal language-based activities like the
Table francaise and Tavola italiana, or film series co-sponsored with KU SUA. In recent
years, as in the 1990s, we ran a French/Francophone film series through FACE/FACSEA,
and were able to bring five French/Francophone films to the big screen at theStudent ^^^
Union per year, and had excellent audiences. 1
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GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Graduate program strengths:

• recent hires have strengthened the graduate faculty
• we have increased our national and international profile in terms of published research
• we have broadened and deepened our graduate course offerings since the last review,

introducingcourses in Francophonie and film, in addition to a variety of innovative
seminar topics

• revised reading lists and examination formats have improved and addressed issues of
time to degree

Our M.A. and Ph.D. programs balance coursework on all periods of French literature and
cultural studies from medieval through twentieth-/twenty-first century literature from inside
and outside the Hexagon. In terms of graduate funding, we are able to offer teaching
assistantships (GTA and lecturer positions) to qualified candidates, who receive thorough
training in language instruction. The current stipend for graduate student GTAs is $14,200 per
academic year, though we would like to be able to offer the higher levels of funding available to
the Slavic Languages and Spanish and Portuguese departments. The University contract with
graduate teaching assistants allows renewal for up to five years, after which they may appeal
for an additional year of support, or apply for lecturer status. GTAs also benefit from a tuition

I waiver, though lecturers do not. The University offers relatively few graduate scholarship
competitions (Self Fellowships, University Fellowships), and these are highly competitive. The
Department also supports student research with an active graduate exchange with the
University de Franche-Comte in Besancon, and also sends graduate students on the Paris SU as
program assistants. Graduates may also apply for the Kenneth Cornell and Mahieu Scholarships
($2500-$3000) that send students on research to France every summer. Excellent departmental
facilities and a faculty dedicated to both teaching and research assure students of a challenging
and professional graduate preparation. The University of Kansas Library system includes
considerable holdings in its main facility, Watson Library, and provides access to original
documents and broad holdings in all periods at the Kenneth Spencer Research Library. We also
encourage students to apply for grant funding, and recent Ph.D. students have been successful
in obtaining grants to study in archives abroad and in the US (through the Newberry Library,
Mellon Fellowships, and the NEH, for example). A goal for the next ten years is to help our
students compete with greater success for research funding, both by working more closely with
them to identify outside agencies and craft proposals, and by adding to our own departmental
scholarship funds through the KU endowment and creating more opportunities here.

The department has increased the breadth of its coverage during the past few years, and
thanks to the recruitment of new faculty has expanded the scope and diversity of its offerings
to graduate students. The addition of Francophone studies has enhanced the choice available
to students, and has resulted in new classes, new dissertation subjects, and the inclusion of a
Francophone reading list for both the M.A. and Ph.D. Following national trends, we expect that
this will be an area of future growth in our department. Additionally,there are now options for



26

studying/integrating French film in thegraduate curriculum at the undergraduate (FREN 592
and 593) and graduate levels (FREN 900,898): integrating morecultural studies, with a focus on
the interrelationship of the arts, will be important as our graduate program develops new
directions. Recruitment of faculty in other important areas has created strengths in second-
language acquisitionand pedagogy, and seventeenth-century drama and cultural studies. With
the double aim of facilitating timely progress to degree and meeting the challenges of an
evolving field, we have paid close attention to ourgraduate curriculum over the past few years,
striving to offer and redesign FREN 720 (introduction to Graduate Studies) every other year,
and FREN 810 (Literary Theory) every second to third year.

The M.A. and Ph.D. reading lists have been revised in their entirety both to offer greater
diversity and to encourage timely completion. Changes (see our revised Graduate Manual) have
been implemented which improve our program and expedite time to degree for our
candidates, notably by modifying the language requirement for both the M.A. and the PhD,
and by implementing a new stream-lined examination process. Time to degree at the doctoral
level has been an issue across campus, and there is no doubt that we need to help students to
an average of five years for the Ph.D., which would improve on the national average, and 2.1
years faster than the Spanish department, which currently graduates Ph.D. candidates at the
most expedient rate. We have actively addressed time-to-degree issues and although it is still
too soon to fully track completion rates, we are encouraged by the progress our current
students are making. Our MA students are completing the program in two years and receiving
solid training for Ph.D. programs or teaching positions. In AY'10-'ll, we saw 8 MA students
finish the program and 4 Ph.D. students complete their comprehensive exams. The majority of
these MA students finished in two years; all finished by the end of their fifth semester. This
figure is down from 3.3, and reflects a trend in cutting the time to degree completion since the
last review. All four Ph.D. students completed comprehensive exams by the end of their third
year, which represents a significant improvement over completion times with our previous
comprehensive exam format. Our latest modifications to the Ph.D. qualifying exams, which
were approved in spring 2011, still provide students with a breadth of literary fields and
periods, but also focus their attention more on identifying and pursuing research related to
their eventual dissertation topic. In a job market that has changed considerably, we have
responded and made changes to our graduate programs to meet the professional needs of our
students. Here are the averages for KU:

Department Av. YrMA Av. Yr.Ph.D.

American Studies 2.1 7.9

Classics 2.9 -

East Asian Lang. 3.0 -

English 2.7 8.4

French 2.3 9.1

Germanic Lang. 2.0 9.0

History 2.3 8.2

Art History 2.1 15.3

Latin American Studies 2.1 -

yrSBm

/^SSk



r

fj0fs'

(#***

Museum Studies 2.3 -

Philosophy 2.1 8.2

Religious Studies 4.7 -

Russ East Eur Studs 1.9 -

Slavic 1.7 12.2

Spanish and Portuguese 1.8 7.1
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Under our old rules, doctoral students took 30 hours of coursework, then spent up to a year
reading for their comprehensive exams, and those could take an academic year to complete:
this led to some lengthy times to degree, and to a loss of momentum at the writing stage. While
our system was rigorous, it did not serve the department or the students professionally, and
our overhaul of the examination system, with new built-in expectations about time to degree, is
already proving successful. Our doctoral program has thus been in transition: the last cohort of
doctoral candidates who came under the old rules areabout to graduate (we anticipateup to
three in the spring semester of 2012), and the students following the new format already show
improved time to degree, and will start graduating inthe comingsemesters, beginning inSP 12.
We believe the changes we have made increase the quality of the program while maintaining a
high standard. In implementing the new rules, we have consulted with our graduate students
and have studied innovative best practices in other departments and at other universities.
Additionally, the new examination format focuses much more on providing students with the
opportunityto do advanced research earlier intheir studies, and on identifyingand pursuing
research related to their eventual dissertation topic.

Our graduate program is rigorous, and its success is best reflected in the fact that it clearly
equips our graduates to go on to rewardingcareersin academia, high school teaching, and
administration. This is a consensus that is to be found among our graduates: one commented
"without the education and training Ireceived as an M.A. student in the University of Kansas's
Department of French and Italian, Iwould have had a much more difficult time completing the
graduate program at Johns Hopkins University, where Iearned my Ph.D." (Agin). These
sentiments were repeated by another formerstudent who summarized: "KU has a truly
outstanding French program and was very helpful training me for my future as a French
professor. Ibelieve that KU faculty members in French demonstrate excellence in TA training,
classroom instruction, and professional preparation for researchers and teachers" (Bains). An
alumnus who is a full professor and chair remarked: "this is where Ireceived verystrong
foundations to a training that took me where Iam today, that is, the chance to do what I like in
averysatisfying career" (Durand). Another observes: "I think if you'regoing to grad school for
French literature withthe intention of researching/teaching French literature asyour
profession, this program prepares you really well" (Phelps). One of our principal strengths lies
in our emphasison research and teaching. One alumna commented that she is gratefulto our
"strong training program in teaching, thanks to very good support from coordinators, plus the
chance to teach all levels from beginners to intermediate into advanced and graduate courses
as lecturer and instructor" as well as"outstanding mentoring in preparing for research,
scholarship, job applications and interviews" (Delahaye). Oursurveys to current and former
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graduate students reflect ahigh level of satisfaction with our programs (see surveys in the *
Appendix).

The M.A. Program consists ofthirty hours ofcoursework (including a thesis option, ortwo
FREN 900 seminars) covering all areasof French literature, plus comprehensive written andoral
examinations. Students must also satisfy a reading knowledge ofa second foreign language.
Students must complete a minimum of26 credit hours in French for admission to the program,
including college preparatory work, of which 8 hours must be advanced undergraduate course
work in French literature. Results ofthe Graduate Record Examination general test are required
for domestic applicants. International applicants mustcompletethe ibTOEFL and SPEAK test.

Degree Requirements: core courses

French 700, Old French

French 704 Methods in French Language Instruction
French 720, Introduction to Graduate Studies

French 610, Theme et Version or French 620, Expository FrenchWriting
French 900, two Seminars in French or French 899, Thesis, 6 hours
Reading knowledge of a second language, Latin, Greek, German, Arabic, or another
language pertinent to the student's career path

• Comprehensive written and oral examinations, including aformal explication de texte s^

The Ph.D. in French includes an additional 30 hours of course work beyond the M.A. (excluding
dissertation hours), comprehensive written andoral examinations, and completion of a
dissertation that gives evidenceof originality and the ability to conduct independent research
on an advanced level. Candidates for the Ph.D. must demonstrate proficiency in a second
language, which can be a second Romance language, Latin, Greek, German, Arabic, or another
language pertinent to the student's career path and approved by the faculty. (Students
specializing in medieval or Renaissance literature are strongly encouraged to take Latin.)
Applicants holding the M.A. in a discipline other than French may be required to take a
qualifying examination. Prerequisites: completion of M.A. degree at KU or a comparable
institution.

Requirements:

French 610, Theme et Version or French 620, Expository French Writing
French 700, Old French

French 704, Methods in French Language Instruction
French 720, Introduction to Graduate Study
French 810, Criticism and Critical Methods
A second language
Asatisfactory command of written and spoken French and a reasonable familiarity with
the history and civilization of France.
The completion of at least one year of half-time teaching in the department.
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At the graduate level we are comparable in size to the graduate programs of language
departments in the College, and our enrollment numbers have remained fairly steady since our
last review:

MA F01 F02 F03 F04 F05 F06 F07 F08 F09 F10 Fll

CLSX 9 12 11 12 13 13 13 13 11 12 12

EALC 7 10 10 9 9 8 11 14 20 18 12

FREN 15 12 8 11 14 13 13 14 11 10 10

GERM 6 5 7 6 6 7 5 10 6 10 7

REES 17 16 22 15 15 16 11 8 10 14 14

SLAV 6 7 11 8 2 6 5 2 4 1 3

SP&Po 20 17 10 22 23 17 20 11 12 10 13

Ph.D F01 F02 F03 F04 F05 F06 F07 F08 F09 F10 Fll

CLSX - - - - - - - - - - -

EALC 11 11 9 9 12 12 11 14 14 13 -

FREN 11 11 9 9 12 12 11 14 14 13 15

GERM 14 13 13 14 12 11 11 10 14 10 11

REES - - - - - - - - - - -

SLAV 9 7 8 7 8 7 7 11 10 12 9

SP&Po 35 32 30 31 26 22 23 25 24 21 26

Creating opportunities for graduate students: mentoring and professional development
Our department is highly committed to providing a comprehensive level of professional
development for our graduate students. We do this through advising and mentorship, and by
encouraging graduate students to present conference papers and submit journal articles.
Recently, our students have had articles accepted in Cincinnati RomanceStudies, French
Review, French Studies Bulletin, Symposium, and Women in French Studies. Aswell as our
emphasis on mentorship, the graduate curriculum is carefully tailored to impart essential
research and pedagogical skills. Core courses such as FREN 704 (Methods in French Language
Instruction), FREN 720 (Introduction to Graduate Studies), and FREN 810 (Criticismand Critical
Methods), are designed to equip students with the tools that they need to acquire in order to
succeed as both students and professionals. These courses are continually updated in order to
be of optimal use to candidates according to the evolving trends of the field. During the past
few years, for example, we have moved to incorporating new technologies that enhance both
research and teaching. We integrate graduate students into events that the department
organizes: with visitingspeakers, we not only have excellent attendance at public lectures but
also invite students to meet the speakers at meals and receptions, which enables students to
build up professional contacts and promotes an awareness of the importance of professional
networking.

In order to emphasize to our graduate students the importance of publishing, we have
organized a numberof roundtables and lectures featuring distinguished speakers, including
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Laurence Porter, Alec Hargreaves, Richard Maber, Marshall Olds, Mary Orr, and Claude Pichois.
The next graduate roundtable isscheduled in April 2012 with the theater historian Jan Clarke
(Durham University, UK). In the appendices, there is a list of all those who have visited since
2003. Toour knowledge, we have a more active speaker program than any other Humanities
department with the exception of the Philosophy department, and have an excellent track-
record of bringing in visiting scholars.

We also conduct mock interviews for candidates who are planning to attend the MLA to
interview for jobs. Theyare given advice on all aspects of preparation for the job search, from
producing a CV, to interview techniques, preparing the dossier, writing job letters, etc.

Creating opportunities for graduate students: teacher-training
Sound pedagogical training has been crucial for our graduates, manyof whom go on to teaching
jobs in schools and colleges. Additionally, we are also able to offer two part-time lectureships
that allow advanced and qualified students to teach at the 300-level(grammar, conversation,
and introduction to literature courses) - these provide an added advantage in preparation, and
on the job market. Our graduate students have a robust record of gaininguniversityteaching
awards (most recently in 2007 and 2011), and we recognizegraduate student excellence in
teaching and research at our annual honors ceremony.

As of 2005, the department has worked to further formalizethe pedagogical training of our
graduate students, not only with the new core course FREN 704 (Methods in French Language
Instruction), but also with the expansion of our new Graduate Teaching Assistant orientation.
New GTAs now attend a 5-day workshop prior to the start of classes, which introduces them to
the department and our teaching methods, and provides hands-on practice in teaching before
they set foot in their own classroom. GTA pedagogical training is an ongoing endeavor, with
monthly course meetings and class observations to provide feedback. While the majority of our
GTAs teach 1st- and 2nd-year classes, the department also offers a limited number of
lectureships to more advanced graduate students, who then have the opportunity to teach
classes at the major or minor level, such as advanced grammar and composition, French
phonetics, intermediate conversation, and introduction to French literature. Teaching these
upper-level courses provides our graduate students with the opportunity to function more
independently, while receiving support and mentoring from faculty.

Creating opportunities for graduate students: Chimeres
The department hosts a graduate-run journal, Chim&res, now in its forty-fourth year and
indexed in the MLA Bibliography. The journal has recently evolved to a blind peer-review
process of evaluating submissions and a books-review section will be inaugurated in the issue
for 2011. Agraduate conference is being planned to be held on April 28,2012, co-organized by
an M.A. and a Ph.D. student (Robert Decker and Beth Wood), which will publish selected papers
in the 2012 issue of the journal. Moreover, there are opportunities for our graduate students
to work with faculty who are journal editors and members of editorial boards. Paul Scott is the /*^i
journal's faculty adviser, and he is French and Occitan editor of The Year's Work in Modern
Language Studies. He has received external funding for a research assistant in his editorial role
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at YWMLS, currently a Ph.D. student in the program, providing another method for students to
gain editorial expertise.

Graduate outcomes

The uncertain job scene poses challenges nationally for graduate programs in French, and ours
is no exception. In recent years, our M.A. students have gone on to well-respected Ph.D.
programs elsewhere, or to successful careers in academia and beyond. Our Ph.D. students have
found success in tenure-track jobs,or have found themselves in a holding-pattern of multi-year
lectureships, reflecting the difficult hiring patterns prevailing currently.

Graduated

MA

FA 03

SP05

SP05

SP05

SP05

SP06

SP06

FA 06

FA 06

SP07

SP07

FA 07

FA 07

FA 07

FA 07

SP08

FA 08

Name

Schick, Mandy

Dlene, Khady

Flanagin, Brian
Hilary Heffley
Peszat, Regina

Diouf, Selbee

Mohtashemipour,
Mohammed

Chabaan, Mary
Rivalland, Sylvaine
Petiot, Laetitia

Phelps, Heidi

Klein, Alyssa

Maranda, Tom

Rose, James

Vasquez, Ana

Chouarfia,
Abderrahmane

Grey, Jennifer

Notes

Section Editor of French and Italian literatures in the

Bibliography Department of the Modern Language
Association, NY

Doing doctoral work at the University of Maryland, College
Park.

Currently in last year of doctoral study, KU
Completing doctoral work at Wisconsin-Madison
Currently in last year of doctoral study, KU
Completed a Ph.D.in English, with a focus on African and
African-American literature, and is now a Resource
Mobilization Specialist for the Strategic Partnership Division
of UN Women at the United Nations in New York

Doing doctoral work at UC-lrvine

Currentlycompleting a doctorate in Sports Medicine, bi-
directional study between US/France

Translatorand technical writer at the French Embassy to the
USA in Washington

Completed an M.A. in Higher Education Administation at
Vanderbilt, and is now Program Co-ordinator at the John E.
Dolibois European Center of Miami University in
Luxembourg.

Doing doctoral work in French at the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor

Working in Lawrence, KS. Released an album with his band.
Returned home to work in Panama

Moved to Colorado, and taught at Pike's PeakCommunity
College for several years.
Doing doctoral work in French in Second Language
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Acquisition at the University of Wisconsin-Madison
FA 08 Ndiaye, Rokhaya Program Specialist for the Food and Agriculture

Organization (NGO) in the Cazamance, Senegal.
FA 08 Vierrether, Jennifer French teacher at St. Elizabeth Academy in St. Louis.
FA 09 Foster, Evan Doing doctoral work at UC Irvine.
FA10 Brown, Louise Accepted to the doctoral program in French at UCLA after

spending a year in France
SP10 Miller, Sara Went on to Law School at the University of Oregon
FA 10 Bhattacharya,

Mrinmoyee
Doing doctoral work in French at UC-Davis

FA 10 Fronsman-Cecil,
Dorthea

Applying to doctoral programs, Fll

FA 10 Peterson, Ashley French lecturer at Purdue University Calumet
FA 10 Sams, Brenton French teacher at Rockhurst High School, Kansas City
FA10 Cauley, Irina Lecturer at KU, applying for the doctoral program at KU Fll
SPU Wood, Beth Admitted to the doctoral program, KU, Fll
Graduated

Ph.D.

Name Notes

SP03 Henriette Javorek French and English Lektorin at the Universitat Hamburg
SU05 Melgarejo, Gloria Associate Professor of French and Spanish at St. CloudState

University, Minnesota
SP06 Teodorescu, Daniela Lecturer in French at Central Michigan University
SP07 Delahaye, Sophie Assistant professor of French at Washburn University
FA 07 Horton, Ingrid Co-ordinator of French Study Abroad Programs, KU, also

recently completed MLS.
SP09 Delphine Fernandez-

Nurdin

Returned to France, currently applyingfor instructorships.

FA 09 Sevet, Frederique Lecturer in French at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
FA 10 Alaoui, Malika Lecturer in French at Breward College, Melbourne, FL.

Other KU graduates from past years:

Shane Agin (MA), associate professor of French at Duquesne University.
Christopher Bains(M.A.), assistant professor of French at TexasTech University.
KathyComfort (Ph.D.), Associate Professor at the University of Arkansas.
Alain-Philippe Durand (Ph.D.), Director of the School of International Languages,
Literatures, and Cultures and Professor at the University of Arizona.
Tina Isaac (Ph.D.), teaching High-School French in Lubbock, TX.
Catherine Ousselin (M.A.), teacher of French language at Mount Vernon High School.
Scott Manning (Ph.D.), Associate Professor of French, Susquehanna University.
Eric Matheis (M.A.) is completing Ph.D. work at Columbia, and held a multi-year
instructorship at the University of Indiana.
Catherine Parayre (M.A.), Assistant Professor at Brock University, Ontario.
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Summary: Program Review Report 
Department of French & Italian 

March 2012 
 

The Department of French and Italian at the University of Kansas offers three degree programs 
on the Lawrence campus: (1) a B.A. in French & Italian ; (2) an M.A. in French, and (3) a Ph.D. in 
French. French was first taught at KU in 1866, and Italian in 1899, and our programs represent  
a strong tradition of excellence in the Humanities that continues to the present day. French is 
the second most-studied foreign language at the University.  Beyond our robust undergraduate 
majors and minors, our department connects across  the University providing linguistic and 
cultural training that adds an international and interdisciplinary dimension to the degree 
programs of students in the Humanities and Sciences, Fine Arts, and professional schools. Our 
M.A. students place into the best Ph.D. programs around the nation, and our Ph.D. program has 
a solid record of placement.  
 
This last review cycle has been dynamic: the amount of faculty research and publication, and 
the prestige of the venues in which the research has appeared, have increased significantly, and 
as a consequence so  has our reputation nationally and internationally; we have tenured  four 
new colleagues since our last audit (from top-tier institutions: Indiana, Durham/UK, Penn State, 
and Penn); we have reviewed our curricula, particularly at the graduate level, to reflect best 
practices nationally,  and work towards streamlining time to degree;  we  contributed to the 
globalization of our campus by enabling students to study and  research  abroad, and since our 
last review, 674 Kansas undergraduate students have participated in programs in French-  and 
Italian- speaking countries. We concur with our reviewers that we can look to the future with 
confidence as we build on our strong foundations at the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
Since our last review, we made a strategic  hire in Foreign Language Acquisition and Pedagogy, 
and this has consolidated our excellent first- and second-year French programs. 
 

French & Italian B.A. Program 
1992 Centrality 1992 Rating 1998-2004 Rating 2007-2012 Rating 
Essential Very Good Very Good Exceptional 

 
Our numbers have remained consistently solid since the last review: we currently have 70+ 
majors, and our median undergraduate time-to-degree is 4.0-, mean time-to-degree 4.5.  On 
average, we graduate 27-28 B.A. students per year, and the size and stature of our program 
puts us in a bracket with the AAU institutions of Illinois, Indiana, Oregon, and U-T Austin, and 
we have a significantly larger program than Missouri, Colorado, Arizona State, Michigan State, 
Nebraska and Texas A&M. We have averaged 9,723.8  SCH per annum between 2002-9 at the 
undergraduate level. Many of our majors co-major, and one of our strengths is what we 
contribute to the language and culture training that helps to give our graduates a competitive 
edge in a global environment. Since our last review, we have created a minor, and thus we have 
significantly increased our program flexibility and outreach across campus. In the survey of 
student satisfaction, we are above the 75th percentile in all categories. 



 
 
 

French & Italian M.A. Program 
1992 Centrality 1992 Rating 1998-2004 Rating 2007-2012 Rating 
Essential Good Very Good Exceptional 

 
 
Our recent faculty hires have strengthened an already excellent and productive faculty, and our 
increased national and international profile has brought an added dimension to our M.A. and 
Ph.D. programs, and enabled us to broaden our curriculum. New since the last review is the 
addition of Francophone studies, and new courses on the literature, film, and cultures of the 
Maghreb and sub-Saharan Africa. Our faculty now covers every period from medieval to 
extreme contemporary French and Francophone studies, and this gives our students the kind of 
solid training that one would expect of a flagship university. At the M.A. level, we graduate 2-3 
students per year, and we have reviewed our examination formats and reading lists, and 
streamlined our examination process so that students can graduate in 2 years (currently the 
average is 2.3 semesters, representing two years plus one summer to graduate). Our M.A. 
students are admitted to the best doctoral programs in the field, and our professional language 
training has enabled those who choose a non-academic career to be successful in a variety of 
professions. We have had excellent outcomes in terms of students success, and the feedback 
we have from our graduates. We have also redesigned our Introduction to Graduate Studies 
course to include professional development content that covers academic and non-academic 
jobs. We feel we can aspire to be a nationally-ranked program in the future. 
 

French & Italian Ph. D. Program 
1992 Centrality 1992 Rating 1998-2004 Rating 2007-2012 Rating 
Essential Good Good Very Good 

 
Our Ph.D. in French is the only program of the kind in the state of Kansas, and in order to align 
our program with those of our institutional, aspirational peers, we have undertaken a 
comprehensive review of our reading list and examination structure in order to enhance our 
curriculum and make needed improvement to time-to-degree (an issue that is being addressed 
across campus).  Our program is  rigorous, and provides the academic and pedagogical training 
necessary to enable our graduates to have the best chance to succeed after graduation. We do 
not have a large program (we graduate, on average, one student per year), but rather we wish 
to concentrate on excellent recruitment, professional development, and placement. Our 
graduation rates match those of our aspirational peers. Since our last review we have also 
focused on the research and  professional development of our graduate students by helping 
them  preparethem for the academic job market, and by providing multiple opportunities to 
assist them presenting papers, writing articles, and learning about editorial work and 
publishing. Data we received from a survey of past students indicated a high level of 
satisfaction with our training. 
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