
J. Christopher Brown  

Department of Geography  
223 Lindley Hall 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, KS 66045 

(785) 830-9829 (home) 
(785) 864-5543 (office) 

(785) 864-5378 (fax) 
jcbrown2@ku.edu 

Ph.D. Geography, 1999  
University of California, Los Angeles 

  Dissertation - Beekeeping in the Amazon: Rural Development, 
Conservation, and Participation in Rondonia, Brazil 

M.A. Latin American Studies, 1992  
University of Kansas, Lawrence 

  Thesis – Development in Rondonia, Brazil (1980-1990): 
POLONOROESTE, NGOs and the World Bank 

B.A. Biology, 1989  
University of Kansas, Lawrence 

Academic Positions  

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and the Environmental Studies Program, University 
of Kansas, 2001-2007.  

Associate Professor, Department of Geography and the Environmental Studies Program, University 
of Kansas, 2007-present. 
 

Research and Teaching Interests  

Political and ecological dynamics of development and conservation, biogeography, development 
institutions and policy, NGOs, human-environment relations, Latin America, Amazonia, Brazil 

Publications 

Single -authored 

In press (expected 2008). NGOs and ongoing changes in Latin American society. In Placing Latin 
America. (eds. Ed Jackiewicz and Fernando Bosco). Lanham, MD., Rowman and Littlefield. 

2006. Productive conservation and its representation: the case of beekeeping in the Brazilian 
Amazon. In Globalization and New Geographies of Conservation. (Ed. Karl Zimmerer) Chicago, University 
of Chicago Press. Pp. 92-115. 

2006. Placing local environmental protest within global environmental networks: colonist farmers 
and sustainable development in the Brazilian Amazon. In Shades of Green. (Eds. Christof Mauch, 
Nathan Stoltzfus, Doug Weiner). Lanham MD., Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 197-218.  

2001. Responding to deforestation: productive conservation, the World Bank, and beekeeping in 
Rondonia, Brazil. The Professional Geographer 53(1): 106-119.  
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2001. Beekeeping and sustainable development among colonist farmers in Rondonia, Brazil. 
Sustainable Development:  Myth or Reality [In Spanish]. (Eds. M. Hiraoka and F. Kahn). Quito, Editorial 
Abya-Yala. Pp. 61-72. 

Co-authored 

Jepson, Wendy, J. Christopher Brown, and Matthew Koeppe (in press, 2008). ÒAgricultural 
intensification on BrazilÕs soybean frontier in southern Rond™niaÓ In Andrew Millington and Wendy 
Jepson (Eds.) Land Change Science in the Tropics. Boston: Springer Publications. 

David Brown, J. Christopher Brown, and Scott Desposato. 2008. Who gives, who receives, and 
who wins? Transforming capital into political change through non-governmental organizations. 
Comparative Political Studies 41:24-47. 

Brown, J. Christopher, Wendy Jepson, Jude Kastens, Brian Wardlow, John Lomas, and Kevin 
Price. 2007. Multi-temporal, moderate spatial resolution remote sensing of modern agricultural 
production and land modification in the Brazilian Amazon. GIScience and Remote Sensing 44(2): 117-
148. 

Brown, J. Christopher, Kastens, J. H., Wardlow, B. D., Jepson, W., Coutinho, A. C., Venturieri, A., 
Lomas, J., Price, K. 2007. Using MODIS to detect cropping frequency variation in mechanized agriculture in 
Amazonia. Anais XIII Simp—sio Brasileiro de Sensoriamento Remoto, Florian—polis, Brasil, 21-26 
abril 2007, INPE, p. 99-101. 

Brown, J. Christopher, Mark Purcell, and Nathaniel Brunsell. (In Press). Scale, Problems of. 
Encyclopedia of Environment and Society. Ed. by Paul Robbins. SAGE Publications.  

Brown, David, J. Christopher Brown, and Scott Desposato. 2007. Promoting and preventing 
political change through internationally-funded NGO activity. Latin American Research Review, 42(1): 
126-138.  

Brown, J. Christopher, Matthew Koeppe, Benjamin Coles, and Kevin Price. 2005. Soybean 
production and conversion of tropical forest in the Brazilian Amazon: the case of 
Vilhena, Rondonia. Ambio 34(6): 456-463. 

Brown, J. Christopher and Mark Purcell. 2005. There's nothing inherent about scale: political 
ecology, the local trap, and the politics of development in the Brazilian Amazon. Geoforum 36(5): 
607-624. 

Purcell, Mark and J. Christopher Brown. 2005. Against the local trap: scale and the study of 
environment and development. Progress in Development Studies, 5(4): 279-297. 

Brown, J. Christopher, David Brown, Scott Desposato. 2005. Paving the way to political change: 
decentralization of development in the Brazilian Amazon. Political Geography 24: 39-52. 

Brown, J. Christopher, Wendy Jepson, and Kevin Price. 2004. FORUM: Expansion of mechanized 
agriculture and land-cover change in southern Rond™nia, Brazil. Journal of Latin American Geography 
3(1): 96-103. 
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David Brown, J. Christopher Brown, and Scott Desposato. 2002. Left turn on green?: unintended 
consequences of international funding for sustainable development in Brazil. Comparative Political 
Studies 35 (7): 814-838. 
 

Brown, J. Christopher and Christian Albrecht. 2001. The effect of tropical deforestation on 
stingless bees of the genus Melipona (Insecta: Hymenoptera: Apidae: Meliponini) in central 
Rondonia, Brazil.  Journal of Biogeography 28: 623-634.  

Research Grants  

2004 University of Kansas General Research Fund. Expansion of soybean cultivation in 
the Brazilian Amazon. $8,000. 

2001 New Faculty General Research Fund seed grant. Expansion of soybean cultivation in 
the Brazilian Amazon. $10,000. 

2000 NSF Grant SES 00-99097.  International Funding, Local NGOs, and Electoral 
Outcomes. David Brown, J. Christopher Brown and Scott Desposato. $154,921.  

1996-1997 Fulbright Fellowship. Dissertation Field Research in Rond™nia, Brazil.  

1996-1997 Inter-American Foundation Fellowship for Dissertation Research.  

1995 Organization of American States Fellowship. Pre-Dissertation Research at the 
University of S‹o Paulo, Brazil (stingless bee taxonomy and ecology) and pilot 
research at field site.  

1995 Klein Award for International Research. UC-Santa Barbara. 

1995 Latin American Studies Small Grant. UCLA, Pre-dissertation field research in Brazil.  

1993 Tinker Foundation Travel Grant and Latin American Studies Small Grant. UCLA. 
Pre-dissertation field research in Brazil.  

Fellowships  

1998-1999 UCLA Dissertation Year Fellowship.  

1998  Henry Bruman Fellowship. Department of Geography, UCLA.  

1993-1994 Title VI Fellowship for Foreign Language and Area Studies Training. UCLA.  

1990-1991 Title VI Fellowship for Foreign Language and Area Studies Training. University of 
Kansas.  

Awards and Honors  

2006 W.T. Kemper Fellowship for Teaching Excellence 

2003 H.O.P.E. (Honor for an Outstanding Progressive Educator) award nominee 

2003 Center for Teaching Excellence Faculty Fellow 
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1998 Co-winner. Rural Development Specialty Group Illustrated Paper Presentation 
Contest. AAG Annual Meeting, Boston. 

1992 M.A. Thesis and Oral Exam Departmental Honors. Latin American Studies, 
University of Kansas.  

1992 Phi Kappa Phi Academic Honors. University of Kansas.  

Professional Presentations  

The Moral Geography of Development in the Amazon. AAG Annual Meeting, San Francisco. 
2007. 

Food, Fuel, and Forests: Energy and Environment in Brazil. 16th Annual Waggoner Colloquium, 
University of Kansas Center of Latin American Studies. Presented the talk, ÒÓ. 2007. 

Panelist for The People Speak 2005 series, Environmentally Sustainable Development: Working 
together for People, Prosperity and Peace, sponsored by KU Office of International Programs. 
Dole Institute of Politics. 2005. 

Modern Agriculture on Tropical Frontiers: Rethinking Methods for Land-Change Research. 
Open Meeting of the Human Dimensions of Global Change Research Community. Bonn, 
Germany. J. Christopher Brown, Wendy Jepson, and Kevin Price. 2005. 

Modern Agriculture on Tropical Frontiers: Rethinking Methods for Land-Change Research. J. 
Christopher Brown, Wendy Jepson, and Kevin Price. Association of American Geographers 
Annual Meeting, Boulder, Colorado. 2005. 

Against the local trap: scale and the study of environment and development. Hall Center for the 
Humanities Nature and Culture Seminar. University of Kansas. 2005. 

ThereÕs nothing inherent about scale: Political ecology, the local trap, and the politics of 
development in the Brazilian Amazon. Invited speaker at Texas A&M Department of 
Geography Colloquium. 2005. 

Morals, international development, and common criteria for improving livelihood conditions in 
the developing world. International Seminar for Faculty, sponsored by Office of International 
Programs. University of Kansas. 2005. 

Urban Food Systems, Sustainability, and the Local Trap.  Paper for the International 
Geographical Union/RGS-IBG Conference, Glasgow, August.  Session titled "Ecology, nature 
and people in the city," organized by James Evans, Jon Sadler, and Jon Bryson (University of 
Birmingham). Branden Born, Mark Purcell, (University of Washington) and J. Christopher 
Brown. 2004. 

Implications of scale as a social construction on development research and policy. International 
Seminar for Faculty, sponsored by Office of International Programs. University of Kansas. 
2004. 
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Mechanized annual cropping in Amazonia: A new research agenda. J. Christopher Brown and 
Wendy Jepson, Texas A&M. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, 
Philadelphia, PA. 2004. 

Teaching Amazonia: Giving Students a Way to Locate Environmental Issues. Invited speaker at 
the Twelfth Annual Waggoner Research Colloquium. The Center of Latin American Studies. 
University of Kansas. 2003. 

Left turn on green?: Unintended consequences of international funding for sustainable 
development in Brazil. Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers Meeting. Tucson, 
Arizona. 2003. 

Against the local trap: geographical scale in the study of land use and resource management.  
Paper prepared for an International Conference on Local Land Use Strategies in a Globalizing 
World.  Copenhagen, Denmark. J. Christopher Brown and Mark Purcell. 2003.  

Panelist with visiting speaker Derrick Jensen, and others, on the health of the global 
environment. Sponsored by ENVIRONS. University of Kansas. 2003.  

Three-time Participant in Latin American and Russian and East European Studies Career 
Seminar. Presenter on the issue of ÒCareers in AcademiaÓ. University of Kansas. 2002, 2003, 
2005. 

Teaching Amazonia: Giving Students a Way to Locate Environmental Issues. Twelfth Annual 
Waggoner Research Colloquium. The Center of Latin American Studies. University of Kansas. 
2003. 

Left turn on green?: Unintended consequences of international funding for sustainable 
development in Brazil. Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers Meeting. Tucson, 
Arizona. 2003. 

Left turn on green?: Unintended consequences of international funding for sustainable 
development in Brazil. Department of Political Science Colloquium Series, University of 
Kansas. 2003. 

Representation and productive conservation: the case of beekeeping in the Brazilian Amazon. 
Environment and Development Advanced Research Circle (EDARC) University of Wisconsin Ð 
Madison. 2002. 

ThereÕs nothing inherent about scale: Political ecology, the local trap, and the politics of 
development in the Brazilian Amazon. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, 
Los Angeles. 2002.  

The effect of tropical deforestation on stingless bees of the genus Melipona (Insecta: 
Hymenoptera: Apidae: Meliponini) in central Rondonia, Brazil. Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting, New York. 2001. 

Responding to deforestation:  nature, social relations, and the promise of sustainable 
development in Rondonia, Brazil. Department of Geography Colloquium Series, University of 
Washington, Seattle. 2001. 
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Responding to deforestation:  nature, social relations, and the promise of sustainable 
development in Rondonia, Brazil. Department of Geography Colloquium, University of 
Oklahoma. 2001. 

Corruption and the discourses of sustainable development. UCLA Latin American CenterÕs 
Commemorative Series Brazil: 500 years. Los Angeles. 2000. 

Putting local environmental protest in its place. Invited presentation in the workshop 
ÒEnvironmental protest around the globe.Ó German Historical Institute and Florida State 
University, Tallahassee. 2000. 

Responding to deforestation:  nature, social relations, and the promise of sustainable 
development in Rondonia, Brazil. Department of Geography Colloquium Series, University of 
Washington, Seattle and University of Oklahoma. 2000. 

The effect of tropical deforestation on orchid bees (Insecta: Hymenoptera: Apidae: Euglossini) 
in central Rondonia, Brazil. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh. 
2000. 

Unintended Consequences? The Growth of NGOs in Rondonia, Brazil. Latin American Studies 
Association Conference, Miami. 2000. 

Material vs. Conceptual Landscapes in Sustainable Development Practice. Conference of Latin 
Americanist Geographer Meeting, Austin. 2000. 

NGOs in Rural Landscapes: Mediating the Human-Land Relationship. Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting, Hawaii. 1999. 

The Landscape of Sustainable Development in Rondonia, Brazil. Conference of Latin 
Americanist Geographers Meeting, Santa Fe. 1998. 

Social Justice and the Environment in Rondonia, Brazil. Undergraduate distance learning course. 
Social Issues and the Environment, California State University - Dominguez Hills. 1998. 

Image and Reality in Green World Bank Development Projects. Latin American Studies 
Association Conference, Chicago. 1998. 

Introduction to Amazonian Development. Undergraduate Course on Society and the 
Environment, University of California Ð Irvine. 1998. 

Sustainable Small Farm Development in the Amazon: Stingless and Africanized Beekeeping. 
Illustrated paper. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Boston. 1998.  

Biogeography and Human Use of Social Bees in the Amazon. [In Portuguese] Two-day lecture 
and field course given at the Federal University of Rondonia, Porto Velho, Brazil. 1997. 

Geographic Approaches to the Study of Bees and Beekeeping. [In Portuguese] Department of 
Genetics, Biology, and Ecology, University of S‹o Paulo-Ribeir‹o Preto, Brazil. 1995. 

Conservation and Development in the Brazilian Amazon. Interdisciplinary Graduate Seminar on 
Brazilian National Identity, Latin American Center, UCLA. 1995. 
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Independent Consulting  

1997 Biodiversity Consultant. DHV-Consultants, Netherlands. World Bank-Funded 
Socio-Economic-Ecological Zoning of the State of Rondonia, Brazil.  

• Designed and directed a statewide geo-referenced field survey of stingless bees and 
euglossine bees involving determination of the impact of deforestation on species 
diversity.  

• Worked closely with other fauna research teams in presentation of results to state 
government officials and World Bank representatives.  

• Conducted extensive field and laboratory work, produced maps with ArcView, and 
managed large database using MSAccess.  

Additional Research and Training  

1991 Advanced Brazilian Language and Culture. Federal University of Pernambuco, 
Recife, Brazil. Intensive overseas study.  

1991 Visiting Researcher. Department of Geography, Joaquim Nabuco Foundation, 
Recife, Brazil.  

1987-1992 Research Assistant. Dr. Orley R. Taylor, Professor of Entomology, University of 
Kansas. Collaborated closely with Dr. Taylor to devise and conduct bee genetics 
research with Africanized bees in Mexico and European bees in Kansas. Involved 
extensive laboratory and fieldwork.  

1985 Volunteer Research Internship. Dr. Bruce Wilcox, Center for Conservation Biology, 
Stanford University. Assisted Center researchers in survey of U.S. university curricula 
for programs with strengths in conservation biology.  

Teaching Experience  

2001-present Department of Geography and the Environmental Studies Program, University of 
Kansas. 
 
Principles of Environmental Studies: introductory environmental studies 
Environment and Society: introductory environmental studies/geography 
Middle America: upper division regional geography 
World Regional Geography: introductory geography  
Environment and Development: graduate seminar 
Tropical deforestation in Latin America: regional environmental studies seminar 
Environmental Issues of Latin America: regional environmental studies seminar 
Geography of Brazil: upper division/graduate regional geography 
Environmental Conservation: upper division undergraduate seminar 

1999-2001 Lecturer. Department of Geography, UCLA:  

People and the Earth’s Ecosystems. One of the geography departmentÕs core classes for 
majors and a general life science credit course taken widely by first and second year 
undergraduates. Course enrollment 200 students.  
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Forest Ecosystems. Upper division class required for biogeography specialization. 
Course covers principles of forest ecology and geography. Emphasis on role of 
disturbance in forest dynamics in addition to survey of ideas of nature that have 
guided human relationships with forests.  

Environmental Studies Seminar: Nature, Discourse, and Practice. Part of a year-long, 
interdisciplinary environmental studies cluster program for first-year honors 
students. Survey of literature on nature as a social construction. Emphasis on tracing 
ideas of nature to measurable impacts on the landscape.  

Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean. Upper division regional geography class. 
Themes include physical geography, culture, US intervention, tourism, trade, 
environment, development, and conservation.  

1999-2001 Adjunct Professor. Department of Geography, Santa Monica College: 

Introductory Human Geography and Introductory Physical Geography. Each course 
approximately 45 students enrolled from an extremely diverse student body.  

1992-1995 Graduate Teaching Assistant. Department of Geography, UCLA, four quarters.  

1991 Graduate Teaching Assistant. Department of Spanish and Portuguese, University of 
Kansas. One semester. 

Languages 

Portuguese, fluent; Spanish, proficient 

Service  

University of Kansas 

Undergraduate program committees in Geography, Environmental Studies, and Latin American 
Studies; Faculty Affairs in Geography and Environmental Studies; Curriculum and Outreach for 
Geography; College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Committee on Sabbaticals and Leaves; Graduation 
procession faculty marshall. 

Journal Reviewer  

Annals of the Association of American Geographers, GeoJournal, Journal of Latin American 
Geography, Journal of Biogeography, Political Geography, Progress in Human Geography, World 
Development, Geoforum, Professional Geographer, Studies in Comparative International 
Development, Cultural Geographies, Ambio. 

Association of American Geographers  

Co-organizer of session on New Research Agendas in Amazonian Development. AAG Annual 
Meeting, Philadelphia. 2004. Co-organizer of session on the Politics of Scale and Political Ecology. 
AAG Annual Meeting, Los Angeles. 2002. Co-organizer of session on use of insects in studies of 
environmental change. AAG Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh. 2000. Organizer of session on NGOs as 
mediators of human-environment relationships in Latin America. AAG Annual Meeting, Hawaii. 
1999. Secretary/Treasurer of The Cultural and Political Ecology Specialty Group, since 2007. 
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Latin American Studies Association 

Organizer of session on the politics of sustainable development in the Amazon. Latin American 
Studies Association Meeting, Miami. 2000. 

Teaching and Advising 

Invited participant in a webcast for UCLAÕs Office of Instructional Development. The Hybrid 
Class: How the Web Can Change the Classroom. Part of forum on Scholarship in a New Media 
Environment. Viewable at http://www.oid.ucla.edu/Sianme/Index.html. 

Invited participant in sessions to advise undergraduate and graduate students in writing grants to 
study abroad. Office of Special Fellowships, UCLA.  

Brazilian Studies Association 

Co-organizer of sessions on Commodity Geographies of Brazil, BRASA, New Orleans, 2008. 

Professional Affiliations  

Association of American Geographers 
Brazilian Studies Association  
Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers  
Latin American Studies Association  
International Bee Research Association 


