SEMINAR SYLLABUS
GEOG531/EVRN420

Global Environment and Civilization

Spring 06 TTh 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 415 Snow Hall

Course instructors: Valery Terwilliger, 402/415 Lindley Hall, 864-5547; terwilli@ku.edu
Bill Woods, 415 Snow Hall, 864-8992; wwoods@Kku.edu
Office hours: Terwilliger Th 4:00-5:00 p.m.; Woods TTh 12:15-1:15 p.m. OR arrange a time with either of us.

Required reading materials:
1) Diamond, J. 2004. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. Viking.
2) Supplemental readings to be provided throughout the course.

Objectives: What are the consequences of disarticulation with the environment? Jared Diamond has addressed
this question in his provocative book entitled: Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. This seminar
will look critically at Diamond’s hypotheses by examining this and related readings by prominent researchers on
the dynamic relationship between humans and their environment. During the course of the semester some of these
scholars will be visiting KU and presenting lectures to the class.

Date All reading assignments should be completed by the first day of the period indicated

I. INTRODUCTION: FACTORS AFFECTING SOCIETAL GROWTH AND COLLAPSE

JAN 24, 26 Diamond: Prologue, Chapter 1; Book Reviews.
Il. CASE STUDIES OF FORMER CIVILIZATIONS
JAN 31 Diamond: Chapters 2, 3
FEB 2,7
FEB 9, 14 Diamond: Chapter 4
FEB 16, 21, 23 Diamond: Chapter 5
FEB 28 Diamond: Chapters 6, 7, 8
MAR 2, 7
MAR 9, 14, 16 Diamond: Chapter 9
MAR 21, 23 Spring Break
I11. RAPIDLY DEVELOPING MODERN SOCIEITIES AND THEIR GLOBAL EFFECTS
MAR 28, 30 The New Yorker series The Climate of Man I, 11, 111
APR 4,6
APR 11,13 Diamond: Chapter 10
APR 18, 20 Diamond: Chapter 11
APR 25, 27 Diamond: Chapter 12
MAY 2, 4 Diamond: Chapter 13

IV. DECIDING TO MAKE OR DESTROY SOCIETIES
MAY 9, 11 Diamond: Chapters 14, 15, 16



Your grade will be based on four principal components:

(1) Reading Questions. Students will develop two questions related to each of the 11 reading assignments
from January 31th on. The questions will be turned in at the start of the relevant reading period, i.e.,
JAN 31%, FEB 9" etc. These questions will be graded with level of significance and degree of insight
being primary factors in the grade determination.

(2) Oral Reports. During the course of the semester each student will report on two articles to be assigned
and relate these to the associated topics presented in Diamond. These reports will be concise and are
restricted to ca. 10 minutes in length followed by 5 minutes for questions. Again, grades will be
assigned to each report.

(3) A Paper. The paper will be based on a real world example not examined by Diamond and will relate
to the five factors he discusses on pp. 11-15. The individual paper topics must be reviewed and agreed
upon in writing by both instructors. All papers are due by the beginning of class on MAR 16"

(4) A Final Take Home Exam. The final take home exam will consist of two questions developed by each
instructor. Each student must answer two questions, one from each instructor. The questions will be
handed out in class on May 9" and will be due by 1:00 p.m. on May 17"

More information will be provided in class on each of these assignments and the components leading to your final
grade.

Assignment %o of total points
Reading Questions 20%
Oral Reports 20%
Paper 30%
Final Take Home Exam 30%

Academic misconduct. Plagiary of any kind will not be tolerated. All cases will be penalized in accordance with
Academic Senate guidelines. THE FIRST PENALTY WILL BE TO RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THE
COURSE.



