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Applicant Section 
 
Name:                 
                                           
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), as amended, 20 U.S.C. 1232g, gives applicants (persons admitted and 
enrolled) the right to inspect letters of recommendation written in support of applications for admission, employment, or awards. The law also 
permits applicants to waive that right if they choose, although such a waiver is voluntary and cannot be a condition of admission, employment, or 
award. 
 
Please check one of the following statements and date and sign below:   
 

 1)  I understand that FERPA provides for access to my file, and I wish to retain my right to review the references under the conditions      
          specified. 

 2) I understand that FERPA provides for access to my file, and I wish to waive my right to review the  references under the conditions   
          specified. 

 
Signature:     Printed Name:           Date:       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Reference Section 
 
First Name:          Last Name:       
Title:           Organization/University:       
Email:           Phone Number:       
1) How long have you known the applicant?       
2) In what capacity do you know the applicant?       
3) Would you accept this student into your graduate program:  Yes  No            Not applicable 
4) Assuming similar research interests, how enthusiastic would you be to add this student to your lab? 
 

Not enthusiastic                                                                                                                                      very enthusiastic 
        1                 2                  3                  4                5              6                7               8                 9             10 
 

5) To what degree do you think this student possesses the motivation needed to overcome any personal weaknesses that might 
interfere with his/her professional success?   

 

Not motivated                                                                                                                                            highly motivated 
        1                 2                  3                  4                5              6                7               8                 9             10 

 

Please provide a separate written evaluation of this applicant.  Skills essential to the successful completion of 
original research (e.g., creativity, independence, synthetic abilities, organization) should be addressed, as well as 
any weaknesses that would affect the applicant’s probable success in graduate school and as a research scientist.  

To whom are you comparing this applicant? 
□  undergraduates 
□  graduates 
□  other 

Below 
50% 

Above 
50% 

Top 
25% 

Top 
10% 

Top 
5% 

Inadequate 
Opportunity 
to Observe 

Overall intellectual ability       
Analytical and problem-solving skills       
Knowledge of biodiversity and macroevolution       
Knowledge of ecology       
Knowledge of evolutionary mechanisms       
Breadth of liberal arts education       
Research ability       
Writing skills        
Public-speaking skills       
Interpersonal skills       
Preparation for graduate study       
Motivation       
Leadership potential       
Organization       
Work ethic       
Ability to self-start       
Other:        
For non-native English speakers, assess the skills below:       
Reading in English       
Writing in English       
Speaking in English       


