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Maternal Responsiveness Measurements

Introduction Summary

- Infants born preterm display a range of developmental delays depending on when they are born, their
weight, and other neurological complications as a result of their early birth.

Maternal Responsiveness was evaluated in two ways.

SALT Analysis

- Moderate-High responsiveness for maternal sentence length.
- Moderate-High responsiveness for maternal question use.

- Moderate-Low responsiveness for maternal imperative use.

- High responsiveness for negative regard use

- Low responsiveness for praise use.

1. The Characteristics of Adult REsponsiveness (CARE) Scale was developed to measure an observer’s judgment
of an adult’s responsiveness during an interaction with a young child (See Figure 1). The Teacher Interaction
and Rating Scale (Girolemetto, Weitzman, & Greenberg, 2000) served as a guide for developing the CARE
Scale. Ratings on the CARE Scale were determined based on video-tape data of the session.

- According to the social-interactionist model, caregiver responsiveness and child engagement are crucial to
the development of language (Tannock & Girolametto, 1992).

- Caregiver responsiveness benefits the development of language in typically developing toddlers and

preschoolers, as well as preschoolers with disabilities (Tamis-LeMonda, Bornstein, & Baumwell, 2001; Yoder, FIGURE 1
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