
 

AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM COURSES 
Fall 2008 • Revised July 10, 2008 

 
THE FOLLOWING LISTINGS ARE PROVIDED AS A GUIDE FOR ADVISING AND ENROLLMENT. 

PLEASE CONSULT THE ONLINE TIMETABLE OR DEPARTMENT FOR DEFINITIVE INFORMATION. 
CORRECTIONS MAY BE EMAILED TO amscourse@ku.edu 

 
I. UNDERGRADUATE COURSES IN AMERICAN STUDIES 

 
100. INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN STUDIES (3.0)  
 Instructor: Ruben Afagala 
 34678 11:00-12:15 TR SUM 405 
 41650 1:00-2:15 TR FR 221 
 Instructor: Nichole Ishikawa 
 40880 9:30-10:45 TR FR 111  
 10586 1:00-2:15 TR WES 1049 
 Instructor: Ashley Jelks 
 10578 10:00-10:50 MWF BA 110  
 10580 11:00-11:50 MWF BA 110 
 Instructor: Sang Jo Kim 
 35852 9:00-9:50 MWF BA 110  
 34672 11:00-11:50 MWF  WES 4008 
 Instructor: Chris Robinson 
 10584 12:00-12:50 MWF BA 110 
 10588 2:00-2:50 MWF BA 110 
 Instructor: Pete Williams 
 10582 11:00-12:15 TR FR 118 
 44657 9:30-10:45 TR WES 1001 
 Instructor: Liz Yeager 
 40882 11:00-12:15 TR MUR 402 
 34602 1:00-2:15 TR WES 4075 
An introduction to the interdisciplinary field of American Studies. Students read, view, listen to, and discuss texts or materials 
that explore or represent different ways of understanding American culture and society in historical perspective.  
Not open to students who have taken AMS 101. 
H Humanities. HT Historical Studies PC. 
 
101. INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN STUDIES, HONORS (3.0)  
 Instructor: Maurice Bryan 
 10590 1:00-2:15 TR FR 122 
Requires: membership in the University Honors Program or approval by the AMS Program.  
Not open to students who have taken AMS 101. 
H Humanities. HT Historical Studies PC. HNRS. 
 
110. AMERICAN IDENTITIES (3.0) 
 Instructor: Ray Pence 
 10592 11:00-11:50 MW WES 3139 
An examination of the backgrounds, cultural values, and social institutions of the different groups found in the United States. 
Analysis of American diversity through the study of ethnicity, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, regionalism and age 
(Same as SOC 110). 
Not open to students who have taken AMS 112. 
S Social Science. SC Culture & Society PC. 
Enrollment in one discussion section required: 
 Instructor: Sean Malone 
 10596 9:00-9:50 F SNOW 302 
 10598 11:00-11:50 F FR 224 
 10604 12:00-12:50 F FR 224 
 10612 1:00-1:50 F BL 114   
 Instructor: Jacob Bustad 
 10600 11:00-11:50 F BA 3 
 10606 12:00-12:50 F BA 3 
 10594 1:00-1:50 F BA 110 
 10614 2:00-2:50 F WES 4075 



 

 Instructor: Will Bishop 
 10602 11:00-11:50 F BA 202 
 10608 12:00-12:50 F BA 202 
 10610 1:00-1:50 F BA 202 
 10616 2:00-2:50 F BA 202 
 
290. RELIGION IN AMERICAN SOCIETY (3.0) 
 Instructor: Timothy Miller, Religious Studies 
 10618 12:00-12:50 MWF SMI 100 
A broad introduction to religion in American culture. This class emphasizes the well established religions with large followings 
(viz. Judaism, Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism). Some attention is also given to other religions active in 
America. Other topics covered include the relationship of church and state, religion in ethnic and racial minority groups and 
women and religion (Same as REL 171). 
May not be added after Aug. 16, 2008, without instructor’s permission.  
Instructor reserves the right to administratively drop any student not present at the first class session.  
Not open to students who have taken REL 172 or REL 372. 
H Humanities. HR Philisophy & Religion PC. JWSH.  
 
332. UNITED STATES IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT (3.0) 
 Instructor: Ben Chappell 
 44134 11:00-12:15 TR Snow 120 
An examination of the United States as a place, society, nation, state, and idea in contact with and in the context of the rest of 
the world. The primary focus is on how "America" both reflects and affects historical circumstances as they are manifested 
locally and globally. Topics include identity, mass media, corporations, globalization, immigration, human rights, and war. 
Exploring tensions between how Americans and non-Americans view these issues will open critical questions about what the 
role of the United States will be in the present global context and in the future. (Same as SOC 332). 
S Social Science. 
 
344. CASE STUDY IN AMERICAN STUDIES: JEWISH AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE (3.0) 
 Instructor: Cheryl Lester 
 43476 2:30-3:45 MW WES 1001 
This course examines Jewish American Literature and Culture from the 17th century to the present, with an emphasis on the 
late-nineteenth century to the present, and includes a broad range of literary genres as well as folklore, music, film, and visual 
art. The course will offer students theoretical approaches to understanding how textual and other cultural materials circulate 
and how attitudes and values are constructed and debated through their circulation and consumption. Students will devote a 
portion of time outside class as volunteers to the Kansas Audio-Reader Network, a reading and information service that 
provides access to the printed word and visual information for blind, visually impaired, and print disabled individuals in Kansas 
and western Missouri. Our goal is to contribute through various activities to the selection, recording, and distribution of Jewish 
content in print to augment the newspapers, literary texts, and other printed and visual information presently provided (Meets 
with ENGL 336). 
Requires: Prior completion of the Freshman-Sophomore English requirement or its equivalent. 
H Humanities. 
 
494. TOPICS IN: INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE (3.0) 
 Instructor: John Edgar Tidwell, English 
 31190 7:00-9:45 PM W WES 4019 
 (Meets with AAAS 323, AAAS 523, ENGL 338). 
H Humanities. 
 
510. HISTORY OF WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES, COLONIAL-1870 (3.0) 
 Instructor: Tanya Hart 
 32934 4:00-5:15 TR WES 1001 
A survey of womenÕs roles as housewives, mothers, consumers, workers, and citizens in pre-industrial, commercial, and early 
industrial America (Same as HIST 530, WS 510). 
H Humanities. 
 
536. ETHNICITY IN THE UNITED STATES 
 Instructor: Jessica Vasquez, Sociology 
 40900 2:00-2:50 MWF FR 107  
An examination of the history, sociology, and culture of U.S. ethnic categories. For 2008-2009, the focus of the course will be 
Latinos. Course may be repeated for credit when offered with a different focus. (Same as SOC 536) 
Requires: a principal course in American Studies, Sociology, or Anthropology; or consent of instructor. 
S Social Science. 



 

 
550. RESEARCH SEMINAR IN: THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT (3.0) 
 Instructor: Randal Jelks 
 34414 11:00-12:15  TR SUM 407 
The capstone course of the AMS major. Students will engage a subject area of the instructorÕs expertise while completing 
substantial individual research projects (Meets with AAAS 323, AAAS 511). 
Requires: consent of instructor. 
H Humanities. 
 
551. RESEARCH PROJECT IN AMERICAN STUDIES (3.0) 
 By appointment. 
Independent research on a selected topic under the direction of a faculty member.  
Requires: application and consent of instructor. 
 
552. PUBLIC SERVICE IN AMERICAN STUDIES (3.0) 
 By appointment. 
Independent public service in a selected area undertaken in consultation with and under the direction of a faculty member.  
Requires: application and consent of instructor. 
 
553. HONORS IN AMERICAN STUDIES (3.0) 
 By appointment. 
Honors equivalent of AMS 551. May be taken twice for credit. Three hours of AMS 553 may be substituted for a course in an 
appropriate category in the American Studies major.  
Requires: AMS 550, eligibility for departmental honors, application and consent of instructor. 
 
576. CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE U.S. (3.0) 
 Instructor James Shortridge, Geography 
 43480 2:00-2:50 MWF LIN 228 
Distributions of major culture elements including folk architecture, religion, dialect, foodways, and political behavior are 
systematically studied from a predominantly historical perspective. These discussions are followed by a survey of the major 
culture regions in America. Although not absolutely necessary, familiarity with concepts treated in any of the following courses 
would be helpful: AMS 100, AMS 110, ANTH 108, ANTH 308, GEOG 102, or GEOG 390 (Same as GEOG 576). 
S Social Science. 
 
579. GEOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN FOODWAYS (3.0) 
 Instructor Barbara Shortridge, Geography 
 10620 1:00-1:50 MWF LIN 228 
An interdisciplinary approach to food that explores the diversity of eating habits across the United States and the role of food as 
an indicator of cultural identity and change.  Current regional and ethnic food consumption patterns are stressed.  Topics include 
multiculturalism and regional identity, the symbiotic relationship between restaurant food and home cooking, the recent interest 
in farmersÕ markets and organic food, and the importance of the food industry and the popular press in setting trends (Same as 
GEOG 579). 
 
694. DIRECTED READINGS (1.0-4.0) 

 By appointment. 
 

696. STUDIES IN: AMERICAN ART, 1900-1945 (3.0) 
 Instructor: David Cateforis, History of Art 
 10636 11:00-12:15 TR SMA AUD 

 (Meets with HA 583). 
H Humanities. 
 
696. STUDIES IN: AMERICAN POP CULTURE OF THE 1950’s (3.0) 

 Instructor: Ron Wilson, Theatre & Film 
 10634 10:00 AM-12:50 F BUD 130  

 (Meets with TH&F 380). 
H Humanities. 

 
 



 

  
II. GRADUATE COURSES IN AMERICAN STUDIES 

FOR 500- AND 600-LEVEL COURSE OFFERINGS, SEE I. UNDERGRADUATE COURSES. 
 
731. MUSEUM MANAGEMENT (3.0) 
 Instructor: Robert Keckeisen 
 10642 2:30-5:20 T  
Lecture, discussion, and laboratory exercises on the nature of museums as organizations; accounting, budget cycles, personnel  
management, and related topics will be presented using, as appropriate, case studies and a simulated museum organization model 
(Same as BIOL 785, GEOL 783, HIST 728, MUSE 701). 
Requires: Museum studies student, Indigenous Nations Studies student, or consent of instructor. 
 
767. GERONTOLOGY PROSEMINAR (3.0) 
 Instructor: David Ekerdt, Sociology 
 10644 3:00-5:00 R DHDC 3000 
A proseminar coordinated by the Gerontology Center. The proseminar explores essential areas of gerontology for researchers and  
practitioners, providing a multidisciplinary (psychology, biology, sociology, and communication) perspective on aging. The 
proseminar surveys contemporary basic and applied research, service programs, and policy and management issues in 
gerontology (Same as COMS 787, ABSC 787, PSYC 787, SOC 767). 
 
799. AMERICAN STUDIES MUSEUM APPRENTICESHIP (1.0-6.0) 
 By appointment. 
 
801. INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN STUDIES (3.0) 
 Instructor: Randal Jelks 
 10648 2:30-5:00 pm T MUR 442 
An introduction to the field of American Studies through an examination of some of the classic and innovative works, issues, 
debates, and controversies in the history and the literature of American Studies.  
Requires: admission to the AMS graduate program or consent of instructor. 
 
803. RESEARCH METHODS IN AMERICAN STUDIES (3.0) 
 Instructor: Ben Chappell 
 10650 9:00-11:30 T Kansas Union Alcove C 
An introduction to methodologies of interdisciplinary social and cultural research. Organized around specific epistemological 
problems in conducting research on human beings, their social relations, their cultural practices and their experiences in various 
contexts, the course will challenge students to develop a research plan that reflects a critical perspective on the choice of 
materials, their collection and analysis, and the formation of scholarly arguments. Assignments have a twofold emphasis: reading 
and discussion in order to develop a bibliography of methodological works relevant to graduate research in American Studies, 
and proposal writing in order to articulate and justify the methods students choose to pursue their projects. 
Requires: AMS 802; admission to the AMS graduate program or consent of instructor. 
 
805. AMERICAN PLURALISM: RACE, ETHNICITY, AND RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE (3.0) 
 Instructor: Jacob Dorman 
 39922 7:00-9:20 pm M BA 301 
Analysis of the dynamics of intercultural and intergroup relations in America with special emphasis on the examination of major 
conceptual perspectives that have characterized the study of race, ethnicity, and religion in American life.  
 
896. EXAMINATION PREPARATION (1.0-6.0) 
 By appointment. 
 
899. THESIS (1.0-6.0) 
 By appointment. 
 
996. EXAMINATION PREPARATION (1.0-9.0) 
 By appointment. 
 
997. DIRECTED READINGS (1.0-4.0) 
 By appointment. 
 
998. SEMINAR IN: INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES IN MUSIC AS CULTURE (3.0) 
 Instructor: Sherrie Tucker 
 43488 9:00-10:15 MW Kansas Union Alcove C 



 

This advanced graduate seminar is designed for Ph.D. and MA students working on music-related projects.  Offered in 
collaboration with a course taught by dance professor, Michelle Heffner Hayes, this paired course will explore theories and 
practices of improvisation.  Though improvisation is the focus for inquiry in this seminar, the course is not genre-specific, and 
will involve engagement with a variety of interdisciplinary approaches to studying music that have applications for many genres, 
questions, and projects.  Students who enroll in AMS 998, Interdisciplinary Studies of Music as Culture, may expect readings and 
discussions to explore theoretical approaches to studying sound, embodiment, movement, and noise, drawing from fields of 
cultural studies, music, dance, ethnomusicology, gender and sexuality studies, and studies of race and ethnicity. 
 
998. SEMINAR IN: RACE AND ETHNICITY (3.0) 
 Instructor: Tanya Golash-Boza 
 39928 1:00-3:00 W FR 730 
This is a graduate seminar designed to provide students with an in-depth  understanding of the construction of race and ethnicity 
in the United States and Latin America. We will read several books and articles that provide us with the basis for a rich 
discussion of the origin of the idea of race, the different ways that race is lived in Latin America and the US, whitening projects 
and eugenics experiments in the Americas, Òcolor-blindnessÓ in the US, the racialized and gendered representations of blacks and 
Latinos/as in the U.S. media, among other topics. This class will involve intensive reading, active student participation, and a 
substantial research paper, as is characteristic of most seminars. 
 (Meets with SOC 780). 
 
999. DISSERTATION (1.0-12.0) 
 By appointment. 

 
 


