
 A little over five years ago, I 

started my assignment here at Det 280 

and what an amazing ride it has been.   I 

have had the privilege to support some of 

the most amazing young people I have 

ever met.   I have also had the honor to 

see commissioned some outstanding Air 

Force Officers.   Having experienced 

AFROTC, I have a new respect for the 

officers commissioned through this pro-

gram.   I admire and respect all the chal-

lenges each of you have to face both 

physically and emotionally to become an 

officer in the Air Force.   Your drive and 

commitment is an inspiration to me. 

 As my time here at the Detach-

ment comes to an end, I want to leave 

you all with some advice.   Take advan-

tage of every opportunity given to you 

both in the AFROTC program and in the 

Air Force.   Where else can you have the 

chance to participate in state-of-the-art 

programs as well as explore far away 

countries and cultures at virtually no ex-

pense to you?  Welcome and be open to 

change.   Follow your heart, and do not 

ever limit yourself in all you can 

achieve.   For those of you commission-

ing, remember where you came from.   

Do not follow blindly.   Stand up for 

your beliefs.   Seek out both enlisted and 

officer mentors once on active duty.   

While maintaining an open mind, they 

will give you all the guidance you are 

willing to accept and need.   Listen to 

your people; they are and will be the 

ones to stand behind you and give you 

the support to stand tall. 

 I want to thank all of the students 

and CADRE for your help and support 

over the years.   I am going to miss 

walking the halls of the MSB.   I wish 

you all the very best and much success 

in the future.   I look forward to serving 

beside you! 

ð TSgt Eliza Morales 

 

P.S.   Be gentle to TSgt Gomez! 
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Hello Flying Jayhawk Wing, 

 

 This is Mr. Sadowski and 

Iôm here to give you all a rare peek 

into the world of the DTeam.  

Weôve had quite the year to date 

and while it may seem like we do 

all our work in front of thousands 

of people in stadiums and arenas 

across KU and Kansas City, most 

of what you see is the finished 

product; the polished gem of hours  

 

 

 

of intensive and sometimes brutal 

training.   

 The first thing new cadets 

are treated to when 

they attend the initial 

informational meeting 

is a tasty  dinner of 

fine low cost pizza and 

lots of sugary pop in 

an atmosphere punctu-

ated by pool and other 

entertainment.  The 

veterans of previous 

years mingle and chat 

with the newbies, get-

ting to know them and 

gauging interest.  I try 

my hardest to mold 

our newbies into the 

machines they must be 

in order to perform 

with the team, but itôs a fine 

line balancing our practices 

with their busy schedules.  Not eve-

ryone needs as little sleep as appar-

ently I can get by on, so retention is 

something we work on from the 

start. 

 The second stage of training 

is where I start zeroing in on the 

cadets Iôll be able to count on for 

color guards, and eventually com-

petition in the future, and tailoring 

practices to teach them what they 

must know in order to be success-

ful.  I start by teaching them basic 

marching movements and then 

move on to more advanced proce-

dures.  You may notice that my 

DTeamers tend to be the best in 

their AS classes when it comes to 

marching and drill.  This is just an 

outward sign of the inward transi-

tion they have undergone as mem-

bers of the DTeam.  Where there 

were once just new freshmen and 

uncertain sophomores, there are 

now competent and confident ca-

dets, so it isnôt surprising some of 

the top cadets come from the team. 

 I mentioned the competition 

team (CTeam).  Competition season 

is about to start, which means soon 

Iôll begin instructing the DTeam on 

a whole new level, and will soon 

have to make the difficult decision 

of who to take with me to compete 

on a national stage at one of the 

possible drill meets we can attend.   

Drill Team 
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A Message from Mr. Sadowski, Drill Team Leader 

Cadets Sadowski, Hanna, Jackson, 

and Holinaty show off their DTeam 

skills at the baseball game. 

Det 280 Drill Team on the big screen at the  

Kansas City Royals  game 



 Our traditional site is the 

Mardi Gras Meet, held in New 

Orleans during the Mardi Gras 

festival.  Consisting of several days 

of competition and night life, the 

meet is something weôve not been 

able to attend for the past two years 

due to lack of attendance on the 

team.  This year however, I have 

every intention of getting the 

CTeam to a competition, 

whether that is down in New 

Orleans or one of the other 

possible choices.  As mentioned, 

the level of training picks up, with 

two-a-weeks likely and possible 

further individualized training 

sessions to ensure we leave no one 

behind, and also to ensure no one 

holds us back when we rock and 

roll in front of the judges. 

 All through this time, during 

the steady progression toward 

competition, the DTeam is 

responsible for a full schedule of 

engagements; from posting the 

colors at official dinners, to football 

games, to instructing the next-

generation (the Civil Air Patrol 

cadets).  Most, if not all, of these 

engagements require a rock solid 

understanding of decorum and 

procedure as we only provide the 

best.   

 Obviously, this sort of 

environment does not lend itself to 

every cadet that comes its way, but 

I am pleased to report that this year, 

no cadet has been found wanting 

when the time came to perform.  

Moreover, I could name several 

cadets who have done simply 

outstanding so far this year, but in 

listing names Iôll only manage to 

forget someone equally 

deserving of credit.  So I will say 

this: our veterans have been as 

rock solid as I could ask, while 

our new cadets have shown an 

inspiring streak of talent and 

dedication.  I wouldnôt trade any of 

them for anyone else.  This is 

indeed a very exceptional group in 

every way, and I expect to have an 

excellent, if not downright 

outstanding, return-to-competition 

year. 

Regards, 

ð Cadet Sadowski 
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 Cadet Underwood and I come from AFJROTC 

units from Derby and Wichita respectively.  I was the 

Varsity Armed Drill Team Commander at my high 

school.  Because of both of our experiences with drill 

in high school,  we know some things about exhibition 

drill.  Exhibition drill is a less regulated form of drill 

that can be complicated due to non-standard move-

ments with both unarmed and armed versions of it.  

The drill team has expressed an interest in learning 

about armed exhibition drill to Mr. Sadowski, and be-

cause Cadet Underwood and I are the only ones with 

any type of training with it, we are in charge of teach-

ing what we know to interested cadets.  We are still 

going through the set up of practices and coming 

down with a systematic way of teaching.  I've been 

pretty busy lately and haven't had very much time to 

communicate with Cadet Underwood, but any cadets 

who are willing to learn should definitely contact ei-

ther myself or Cadet Underwood.  Besides that, it's 

business as usual with the team.  Cadet Dunn was a 

part of the joint color guard at Arrowhead stadium for 

the KU versus MU game.  Color guard and unarmed 

drill movements are our other priorities.  Practices are 

Thursday evenings at 

2000.  The place, time, 

and date for steady exhi-

bition practices are 

TBD.  Feel free to come 

up and ask me any ques-

tions that you may have.     

ð Cadet Cox 

AFJROTC is Sometimes a Big Help, Especially for this Drill Team Member 

Drill Team is also in charge of the ceremonial 

POW/MIA table  during formal dinners. 



 On November Sixth leading into the Seventh, Detach-

ment 280ôs Arnold Air Society held their annual Veteranôs Day 

Vigil in honor of those who have served or are still serving in the 

armed forces.   Members from the Navy/Marines, Army, and Air 

Force ROTCôs took part in the activity.   Cadet Clinton Eye, a 

sophomore at KU and an AS 200, is the Director of Operations 

for Arnold Air Society.  The Director of Operations is in charge 

of the planning and execution of all events held by Arnold Air 

Society.   I sat down and talked with Cadet Eye about how things 

went and this is what he had to say:  ñThe Veteranôs Day Vigil 

overall went pretty well.  Attendance improved from last year 

and there were no major disruptions.ò  The cadets met in the 

TAR, the Air Force ROTCôs cadet lounge, and were instructed on 

the proper changing of the guard procedures.   The cadets 

changed shifts every hour.   This continued from 1900 Friday to 

1900 Saturday evening.  ñI was very impressed by how quickly 

people signed up for a shift, and that everyone was able to show 

up for the time they signed for,ò said  Cadet Eye.   He then stated, 

ñI could not have done any of this if not for the many people that 

helped me and kept up my morale.ò  Cadets Matt Mecadon, 

Stephen Thrun, Trevor Lucas, Mitchell Chiles, and Grayson War-

rior stayed in the TAR with 

Cadet Eye for most of the 

night playing video games and 

watching interesting Japanese 

movies.   Cadet Mecadon, who 

drove the cadets for twelve 

shifts, recalls the activity as 

being a ñmagical fantasy 

dreamlandò.   Cadet Eye fin-

ished by saying ñIôm really 

proud of all the cadets who 

participated in the vigil and 

even though I was in the TAR 

for more than a full day, I had 

a lot of fun and look forward 

to next yearôs vigil.ò 

 

ð Cadet Short 

Veteranõs Day 
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Veteranôs Day Vigil 

Veteranôs Day Activities   
For Detachment 280ôs Veteranôs Day ceremony, there was a formal flag retreat with all the ROTC branches, a 

wonderful guest speaker, a 24-hour vigil at the war memorials, and a 5k run the following morning. 

 The formal flag retreat was a very smooth and well planned out ceremony.  The 

Army, Navy, Marine, and Air Force ROTC groups stood and observed the lowering of the 

flag.  The flag retreat ceremony went very well.  According to Cadet Krogmann, ñThe cere-

mony went exceptionally smooth.  It is a good way to commemorate all of those brave souls 

that have gone before us, and I felt honored to be a part of it" 

 From the flag retreat ceremony, each of the 

ROTC groups moved to Budig Hall to listen to a great 

guest speaker.  Cadet Julian McCafferty said, ñI found 

it was pretty memorable how much a man of that rank 

and experience appreciated the choices we had all made 

in the detachment.   He had some nice things to say and 

I was glad he made the trip down to speak with us.ò 

Also, Cadet Kevin Jackson commented, ñI really en-

joyed the speaker we had for Veteranôs Day.   His story 

about how we are the future and we have entered an or-

ganization that is not respected by people for the actions in Iraq and Afghanistan 

really inspired me.   He was a great speaker who had a lot of experience and insight 

on military life.ò Most of the cadets who listened to the speaker agreed with Cadet 
Cadets  preparing to fall into formation 

Cadets await for retrieval of flag 

Cadets relaxing after their vigil shift. 


